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appropriation was made at all by the amendment. 
Penewed cries of ‘* ee 


The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of 


order, on the ground that it was to carry out no 


ASHINGTON, 


object authorized by law, and was not germane | 
. } 


to the bill. 


Mr. MEADE eppsnies from the decision of the | 


Chair, and demanded tellers, which were ordered. 


The question being taken on the appeal, ‘* Shall | 
the decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of | 


thecommittee?”” (Messrs. Harais, of Illinois, and 


Corwin acting as tellers,) it was decided in the | 


afirmative—ayes 119, noes not counted. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

It being now ten o’clock, p. m., 

Mr. MORSE inguired if it would be in order for 
him to move that the committee rise for the pur- 
pose of offering a resolution to take a recess till 
to-morrow, (Sunday,) at eleven o’clock. 

{Loud cries of “Oh, no!” and “ Not on Sun- 

ay!” 

he CHAIRMAN said that a motion that the 
committee rise was in order. The other wasa 
matter for the House to determine. 

Mr. MORSE asked the unanimous consent of 


the committee to say five words in favor of such | 


a motion. 


Many members objected, and there were cries 


of **Go on with the bill!”’ 


Mr. BAYLY, under instructions from the Com- | 
mittee of Ways and Means, offered the following | 


amendment: 
“ Provided further, also, That the Secretary of the Navy 


is hereby authorized and directed to allow and pay to E. | 
K. Collins, and his associates, under the contract made by 


them with the Navy Department, in pursuance of an act en- 
tiled ‘An act providing for the building and equipment of 
four naval steamships,’ approved the third day of March, 
1M7, an annual compensation for carrying the United States 
mail between New York and Liverpool, equal te the aver- 


age amount per ton of annual compensation, which, having | 


regard to the tonnage and dimensions of the steamers built, | 


and to be built by said contractors, is now paid to the other 
Ameriean lines of steamers employed in the foreign mail 
service.”? 


Mr. McCLERNAND rose to a point of order. 


The amendment was not authorized by any exist- | 


ing law—it proposed to change the law. 


The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of 


order on that ground. 
Mr. BRIGGS took an appeal from the decision 
of the Chair. 


The CHAIRMAN stated that he had ruled the | 
amendment out of order, on the ground that it 


changed an existing law. 

Mr. DUER would call the attention of the Chair 
to the fact that 

Cries of “ Order!’’ ‘* order !’’ 

The CHAIRMAN said that the appeal was not 
debatable. 

Mr. BRIGGS demanded tellers on the appeal; 
and they were ordered. 





The question, ‘* Shall the decision of the Chair | 
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and shal! be paid out of any unexpended balance of money | 


heretofore appropriated for mail steam service.”’ 


Mr. STRONG demanded tellers; and they were | 


ordered; and Messrs. La Sere and Levin were 
— 
he question was then taken, and decided in the 
negative—ayes 64, noes 90. 
So the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. BAYLY offered the following amendment: 


_ * Provided, further, That in time of peace, or while war 
is not threatened, the steamers employed in carrying the 
United States mail between New York and Liverpool shall 
be placed under the exclusive control of officers of the con- 
tractors, E. K. Callinsand associates, provided the same be 
done with the consent of the contractors.” 

Mr. McCLERNAND wished to know if it 
would be in order to amend the section, by stri- 
king out a portion of it before the vote was taken 
on the amendment that the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia proposed to add to the end of the bill ? 

The CHAIRMAN said that it would not. 

Mr. SWEETSER rose toa point of order. The 


amendment was out of order as it changed an ex- | 
| isting law. 


The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order. 


Mr. PHELPS desired to know if it would be | 
in order to amend the amendment, so as to pro- | 


vide that the same be done with the consent ot the 
contractors ? 

The CHAIRMAN said that it would be. 

Mr. BAYLY said that the contractors were anx- 
ious for it. 

Cries of ‘* Order !”’ 

Mr. SCHENCK moved thg following amend- 
ment to the amendment, so aM provide that the 
vessels shall be placed under the command of of- 


ficers of the Navy not below the grade of lieuten- | 


ants. 


The question was taken on Mr. Scuenck’s 


amendment, and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. HARRIS moved to add, after the word 
** Liverpool,”’ ‘‘and between New York and 
Chagres.’’ 

The question was taken on Mr. Harais’s 
amendment, and it was rejected. 

The question then recurred on Mr. Barty’s 
amendment. 


Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, demanded tellers; | 


and they were ordered. 
The question being taken by tellers, (Messrs. 


| Harris, of Tennessee, and Brices acting,) was 


decided in the affirmative—ayes 81, noes 41. 
So the amendment was agreed to. 
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contract. The said Secretary, at all times, to exercise such 
control over said ships as may not be inconsistent with the 
provisions of this act, and especially to have the power to 
direct, at the expense of the Government, such changes in 
the machinery and internal arrangements of the ships ashe 


| may at any time deem advisable. 


** Each of said ships to be commanded by an officer of 
the Navy, who, with four passed midshipmen to act as 
watch officers, and any mail agents who may be sent by the 
Government, shall be accommodated and provided for, ina 
manner suitable to their rank, at the « xpense of the con- 
tractors. Each of said ships, if required by the Secretary, 
shall receive two guns of heavy calibre, and the men frem 
the United States Navy necessary to serve them, who shall 
be provided for as aforesaid. In the event of war, the Gov- 
ernment to have the right to take any or all of said ships for 
its own exclusive use, on payment of the value thereof; 
such value, not exceeding the cost, to be ascertained by ap- 
praisers, chosen by the Secretary of the Navy andthe con- 
tractors. 

“Each of said ships to make four voyages per annum : 


| one shall leave New Orleans every three months ; one shall 


Mr. McCLERNAND moved the following 
| amendment: 


: * 
And provided further, That the Postmaster General, 
in the transportation of the United States mails to California 
and Oregon, shall be required to select the route by which 


| the same can be transported in the shortest time, and on the 
most economical terms ; and that no new contract shall be | 


stand as the judgment of the committee?’’ was | 


then taken by tellers, (Messrs. Sweerser and 


CampseLt acting,) and decided in the affirmative | 


—ayes 98, noes 48. 
So the desision of the Chair was sustained. 


Mr. STRONG moved to strike out all after the | 


word ‘* paid,’’ in the 131st line, to the end of the 
156th line, as follows: 


“And also, provided further, That the Secretary of the 


Navy and the Postmaster General be authorized, by and | 


with the consent of the contracting parties, respectively, to 
re-arrange the running of the United States mail steamships 


80 as to afford more direct dispatch between the ports of 
the United States and the Ist!nmus of Panama, provided that || 


the Postmaster General shall maintain a semi-montihly mail | 


between Charleston, Savannah, and Havana during the con- 


tnuance of the Sloo contract, and also to make the service | 
from Panama to California and Oregon conform with the ser- || 
vice required by the existing contract on the Atlantic side of | 


the Isthmus, by increasing the trips to the Pacific to semi- 
monthly: Provided, That the said increased service on the 
Pacifie side shall be at a rate not exceeding the rate now 


sr for Pacific service, and to be performed in steamships |! 
u 


it according to the specifications, and subject to all the 
clauses of the A. Harris contract beneficial to the United 
States: and provided, further, That the compensation for 
the semi-monthly service already performed between Pan- 
ama, California, and Oregon, and for such service for the 
coming year, shall not exceed the usual rate at which ad- 
ditional mail service may be ordered under existing laws, 
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\\ 


made, under the authority hereby conferred, for a longer 


of any such contract, the Postmaster General shall become 
satisfied that the mail can be tfansported in shorter time 
and on more favorable terms, he may annul such contract, 
paying to the contractor, or contractors, such amount of 


| term than four years ; and if hereafter, during the existence | 


indemnity as sha!l have been first approved and authorized , 


by Congress: Provided, further, That betore making any 
such contract, he shall give at least sixty days notice, by 
advertisement, in the usual way in such cases: Provided, 
further, That this provision shall not be construed to inter- 
fere with any existing contract.”’ 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, offered the fol- | 


| lowing amendment: 


** And it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Navy, 


| immediately after the passage of this act, to enter into con- | 


tract with Joseph Bryan, of Alabama, and George Nicholas | 


Sanders, of New York, and their associates, for the build- 


ing, equipment, and maintenance of three steamships, to | 


run between the United States and the coast of Africa, upon 
the following terms and conditions, to wit: 
“The said ships to be each of not less than four thousand 


tons burden, to be so constructed as to be convertible, at the | 


least possible expense, into war steamers of the first class, 
and to be built and equipped in accordance with plans to be 
submitted to, and approved by, the Secretary of the Navy, 
and under the superintendence of an officer to be appointed 
by him; two of said ships to be finished and ready for sea 
in two and a half years, and the other within three years 
after the date of the contract, and the whole to be kept up 
by alterations, repairs, or additions, to be approved by the 
Secretary of the Navy, so as to be fully equal to the exigen- 


leave Baltimore every three months, touching at Norfolk 
and Charleston ; and one shall leave New York every three 
months, touching at Savannah; all having liberty to touch 
at any of the West India islands; and to proceed thence to 
Liberia, touching at any of the islands or ports on the coast 
of Africa, (the Baltimore steamer to touch at the Maryland 
colony;) thence to Gibraltar, carrying the Mediterranean 
mails ; thence to Cadiz, or some other Spanish port, to be 
designated by the Secretary of the Navy ; thence to Lisbon; 
thence to Brest, or some other French port, to be designated 
as above; and thence to London, (or such port in the En- 
glish channel as the Secretary of the Navy may deem pref. 
erable,) and back to the place of departure, bringing and 
carrying the mails to and from said ports. 

** The said contractors shall further agree to carry to Li 
beria so many emigrants, being free persons of color, and 
not exceeding twenty-five hundred for each voyage, as the 
American Colonization Society may require, upon the pre- 
payment by said Society of ten dollars for each emigrant 
over twelve years of age, and five dollars for each one un- 
der that age ; these sums, respectively, to include all charges 
for the baggage of emigrants and the daily supply of sailors’ 
rations. ‘The contractors, also, to carry, bring back, and 
accommodate, free of charge, all necessary agents of the 
said Society. And the said contractors shall bind them- 
selves to pay for any slaves that may be curried away in 
their ships, and also to afford all proper facilities for diseov- 
ering such as may seek to conceal themselves therein. 

“The Secretary of the Navy shall further stipulate to ad 
vance to said contractors, as the building of said ships shall 


| progress, two thirds of the amount expended thereon ; such 


advances to be made in the bonds of the United States, pay- 


| able thirty years after date, and bearing five per cent. in- 


terest, and not to exceed six hundred thousand dollars for 
each ship. And the said contractors shall stipulate to re- 


| pay the said advances in equal annual installments, with 


interest from the date of the completion of all said ships 


| until the termination of the contract, which shall continue 


fifteen years from the commencement of the service. ‘The 
Secretary of the Navy to require ample security for the 
faithful performance of the contract, and to reserve a lien 
upon the ships for the sums advaneed. The Government 
to pay the said contractors forty thousand dollars for each 
trip, not to exceed four hundred and eighty thousand dol- 
lars per annum. 

“Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President 
of the United States shall cause to be issued the bonds of 
the United States, as the same may, from time to time, be 
required by the Secretary ofthe Navy to carry out the con- 


| tract aforesaid. 


“Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the President 
of the United States is hereby authorized to give such notice 
to the British Government as will relieve the United States 
from all treaty obligation to keep a squadron on the African 
coast.”’ 

Mr. SEDDON raised a question of order on the 
amendment. The amendment, he said, was not 
in order, because it made an appropriation for an 
object not sanctioned by any law. 


The CHAIRMAN sustained the point of order, 


| and ruled the amendment out of order. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, appealed from 
the decision of the Chair, and demanded tellers; 
which were ordered, and Messrs. Parker, and 
Stevens of Pennsylvania, were appointed. 

The question being taken, Shail the decision of 
the Chair stand as the judgment of the commit- 


tee ?—the tellers reported 90 in the affirmative and 


40 in the negative. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. JONES moved to amend the bill by stri- 
king out the following: e 

‘That the said increased service on the Pacific side 


| shall be at a rate net exceeding the rate now paid for the 


Pacific service, and to be performed in steamships built 
according tothe specifications, and subject to all the clauses 
of the A. Harris contract, beneficial to the United States’’— 


And inserting in lieu thereof the following: 


«‘ That the increased service on the Pacific side shall be 
let to the lowest and best bidder, after advertisement, as in 


cies of the service, and the faithful performance of this || other lettings for mail transportation.” 
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Mr. HALL called for tellers on the question; 
ve ordered, and Messrs. Purnam and 


which w 


Pewn were appointed; and the question being 
taken, the tellers reported—ayes 37, noes not 
count 


So the amendment was not agreed to. 
Mr. STRONG moved toamend the bill by stri- 
king out the following: 
Ind also, provided further, That the Secretary of the 
Navy and the Postmaster General be authorized, by and 
with the consent of the contracting parties respectively, to 
rearrange the running of the United States mail steamships, 
#0 as to afford more direct dispatch between the ports of the 
United tates and the Isthmus of Panama, provided that 
the Postmaster General shall maintain a semi-monthly mail 
between Charleston, Savannah, and Havana, during the 
continuance of the Sloo contract, and also to make the ser- 
vice from Panama to California and Oregon contorm with 
the service reqnired by the existing contract on the Atiantic 
side of the Isthmus, by increasing the ips of the Pacific to 
semi-monthly: Provided, That the said increased service on 
the Pacific side, shall be at arate notexeceeding the rate now 
vid for Pacific service, and to be performed tu steamships 
Pritt according to the specifications, and subject to all the 
clauses of the A. Haris contract, beneficial to the United 
States: nd provided, further, That the compensation for 
the semi-monthly service already performed between Pana 
ma and California and Oregon, and for such service for the 
coming vear, shall not exceed the usual rate at which addi- 
tional. mail service may be ordered under existing lawe, and 


shall be paid outof any unexpended balance of money here- | 


tofore appropriated for mail steam service?’— 
And to insert the following: 


** And also, provided, That the Secretary of the Navy be 
directed to report to the next Congress any failures of any 
of the contractors to comply in all respects with their con- 
tracts.”’ 

The question being taken, the amendment was 
not agreed to. 

Mr. JONES moved to strike out from the 109th 
to the 156th lines, inclusive, as follows: 

For transportation of the United States mail between 
New York-and Liverpool, between New York and New 
Orleans, Havana and Chagres, and between Panama and 
some points in the Territory of Oregon, $874,600: Provided, 
That no payment shall be made for said services except in 
proportion to the mail service leretolore performed, or that 
may be bereatter performed; and that the Seeretary of the 
Navy is hereby directed to make payment in said propor- 
tion only: Provided, also, Thatihe Secretary of the Navy 
be, and he is hereby, authorized and direeted to require the 
several advances of imoney, made under the act of Con- 
gress, August third, one thousand eight hundred and forty- 
eight, to the different contractors or their assignees, for 
mail steamship service, to be refunded by dedactions, trom 
the compensation of each line, ten per cent. annually, reck- 
oning in the adjustment of the advances to all of the lines, 
from the commencement of the performance of their respect- 
ive mail service: and provided, further, That the said 
contractors or their assigns, shall, from and after the passage 
of this act, pay interest on the balances of said advances 
still due, at the rate of six percent. per annum till paid: 
ind also, provided further, That the Secretary of the 
Navy and the Postmaster General be authorized, by and with 
consent ofthe contracting parties respectively, to rearrance 
the running of the United States mail steamships, so as to 
afford more direct dispatch between the ports of the United 
States ond the Isthmus of Panama, provided that the Post 
masier General shall maintain a semi-monthly mail between 
Charleston, Savannah, and Havana, during the continuance 
of the Sico contract, and also to make the service from Pan- 
ama to Califernia and Oregon conform with the service 
required by the existing contract on the Atlantic side of the 
Isthmus, by increasing the tps of the Pacific to semi- 
monthly: Provided, Thatthe said increased service on the 
Pacifie side, shall be ata rate not exceeding the rate now 
paid for Pacitie service, and to be periormed in steamships 
built aceording to the specifieations, and subject to all the 
clauses of the A. Harris contract, beneficial to the United 
Staies: “2nd provided, further, That the compensation for 
the serni-montily service already performed between Pana- 
ma and California and Oregon, and for such service for the 
coming year, sball not exceed the usual rate at which addi- 
tional mail service muy be ordered under existing laws, and 
shalt be paid outof any unexpended balance of money here- 
tofore appropriated tor mail steam service.’? 

And insert in lieu thereof the following: 


“That from and after the passage of this act, each and 
every one of the contracts heretofore made and entered into 
between the United States and individuals or companies, 





in pursuance of acts of Congress, for the transportation of 


the ('nited States mail upon the high seas in ocean mail 
steamers, between any port in the United States and a port 
in a foreign country, be, and the same is hereby, rescinded, 
annulled, and made void. And that justice may be done to 
all persons concerned or interested in said contracts, each 
company or firm of individuals whose contract is hereby 
rescinded, annulled, and made void, shall have the right to 
commence suit against the United States in the circuit 
court thereof, and to have judgment awarded against the 


said United States for such damages as the contractors have | 


or shall sustain by reason of the United States failing to 
comply with, and carry out, their contracts, And for the pay- 
ment of all such damages to be awarded to said contractors 
as herein provided, a sufficient sum, out of any moneys in the 


Treasury not otherwise appropriated, be, and the same is | 


hereby, appropriated.*? 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, rose to a ques- | 
Ele was astonished that the gen- | 
should move | 


tion of order. 
tleman from ‘Tennessee [Mr. Jone 


' 
1 


s 
such an amendment as that. (howd cries of | 


T= 





‘*Order!’"}_ It was extraordinary. [** Order!” 


“‘order!’’] He had a right to state his point of 


order. [Cries of ‘*Order!”’ laughter, and great 
confusion.] His point of order was, that the gen- 


tleman from Tennessee had introduced a proposi- 
tion utterly inconsistent with his whole history. 
[Shouts of ‘* Order !’’ and great laughter.] 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ar- 
kansas [Mr, Jounson] will state his point of 
order. 

Mr. JOHNSON repeated, that his point of or- 
der was, that the amendment was inconsistent with 
the whole character and history of the gentleman 
from Tennessee. [Laughter.] 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the 
point of order. [Renewed laughter.] 

‘The question was then taken on Mr. Jones’s 
amendment, and it was not agreed to. 

Mr, SPAULDING offered the following, to 
come in as a proviso at the end: of the section 
providing for mail service on the Pacific: 

“ Provided, That it shall be lawful for the Postmaster 
General to discontinue said service on the Pacific, on giving 
said contractors one year’s notice, should any new route be 
presented which will lessen the time required for the trans- 
portation of the mails from New York, New Orleans, or 
elsewhere, in five days less time than it is accomplished on 
the average by the said contractors, and at an expenditure 
of fifteen per cent. less than by the Isthmus of Panama.’’ 

The question being taken the amendment was 
not agreed to. 

Mr. JONES moved to amend the paragraph 
relating to the publication of the Nautical Al- 
manac, by striking out the following: 


** Provided, That the officer in charge of said work shall , 


receive the same compensation as the officer in charge of 
the Naval Observatory.’ 

The question being taken by tellers on the 
amendment, (Messrs. Morron and McQvren 
acting,) it was decided in the aflirmative—ayes 
71, noes 44. & 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MARSHALL moved to athend the same 


paragraph -by striking out the word * $19,400,”’ | 


and inserting **$12,850’’ in lieu thereof, 
The amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. JONES moved to strike out the whole |; 


paragraph, as follows: 

‘For preparing for publication the American Nautical 
Almanac, $19,400: Provided, That the othcer in charge of 
said work shall receive the same compensation as the 
officer in charge of the Naval Observatory.”’ 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was not agreed to. 


Mr. HIBBARD moved to amend the paragraph | 


appropriating for improvements at the navy-yard, 
Portsmouth, New 
‘£31,673,’ and inserting $50,000 in lieu thereof. 

‘The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. PEASLEE offered the following amend- 
ment to the section of the bill making an appropri- 
ation to the nawy-yard near Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire: 

* Also, the additional sum of $20,000 for the above pur- 
poses: Provided, That no part of the last-mentioned sum 
sliall be drawn from the Treasury until the Secretary of the 
Navy shall be fully satisfied that the public interests demand 
the same, and that it is indispensably necessary for the pro- 
tection of a much larger amount of public property.’’ 

The question was ‘taken on Mr. Peasiee’s 
amendment, and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. TUCK offered the following amendment: 


“And the pay of the engineer, Alexander Parris, at the | 
navy-yard at Portsmouth, New Hampshire, for the time he | 
has been employed at said yard, be @2,350 per annum, com- | 
mencing at the time of his appointment at said yard, and to 


remain at the same rate hereafter.’’ 


Mr. HALL believed that, according to the 81st | 


rule of the House, the amendment was not in or- 
der. 


The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order. | 


The question was then taken on Mr. 'Tuck’s 
amendment, and it was not agreed to. 


Mr. BAYLY, from the Committee of Ways 


, and Means, moved to amend the item appropria- 
| ting $100,000 for a smithery, sawmill, &c., at the 


navy-yard at New York, by inserting after the 
word ‘‘places,’’ the words “‘ engine house and 
dock gates;’’ which was agreed to. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, offered an 


amendment, (a copy eof which could not be ob- | 


tained,) making an appropriation of $50,000, to be 


| applied under the direction of the Secretary of the 
Navy, to settle a claim of the city of Brooklyn |} 
against the United States for certain property pur- | 


chased by the Government. 


NGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


fampshire, by striking out || 


March 1, 


> ee i? 


| Mr. CARTTER rose toa point of order. Ti ‘ 
, amendment was out of order, because it proposed 
to make appropriations not authorized by any ex 
isting law. ear ee 
The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of 
| order. , 
Mr. VINTON moved to amend lines 183 to 198 
inclusive, appropriating for a smithery, &., a 
New York, by adding $78,000 after the words 
*© $100,000," so as to read ** $178,000.” , 
Mr. CARTTER demanded tellers, and the 
| were ordered. y 
The question being taken by tellers, (Messrs 
|Green and Bruges acting,) was decided jn the 
| negative—ayes 56, noes 70. 
So the amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. CHANDLER moved to add, at the end of 
the paragraph appropriating ‘for a slip at ship 
_ house G,”’ in Philadelphia, the following: 

“For the enlargement of the Philadelphia navy-yarg 
| $40,000: and the Secretary of the Navy is hereby authorzej 
| to contract for the purchase of so much land on the southerly 
| side of said navy-yard as he may deem advisable, not ey. 
| ceeding the area of the present navy-yard : Provided, |} 
| be obtained on reasonable terms.” 
| The question was taken on Mr. Cuanpien’s 

amendment, and it was not agreed to. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved the fol. 
lowing as a substitute for the item appropriating 
'| $50,000 for the preservation of the public property 
| at Memphis, ‘‘ and for a rope walk,” viz: . 
“For embankment, rope-walk, saw mill, piling river front, 


| drains, gutters, and cisterns for rope-walk, liine-house, and 
| for repairs of all kinds, at Memphis, $116,600." 


‘The amendment was not agreed to. 


|| Mr. PARKER moved to strike out the item for 
| the Memphis yard. 
The question was taken, and the amendment 
was not agreed to. 


| “ID r - 
| Mr. GERRY moved the following amendment, 
‘| to come in at the end of the bill: 
'| §* Provided, The pay of the steward, assistant to the 
pursers at the several navy-yards where there is no clerk 
'| to the purser, shall be the same as the clerk to the naval 
|| constructors.’? 

The question was then taken on Mr. Geray’s 
amendment, and it was not agreed to. 


} 

| Mr. HOWARD offered the fellowing amend- 

| ment, to come in at the end of the bill: 

| «The President, by and with the advice and consent of 

| the Senate, is hereby authorized to incorporate the officers 

| of the late Texan Navy into the Navy of the United States.” 
Mr. STRONG rose to a point of order. The 

| amendment was clearly not in order. 

| The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of 

| order. 

Mr. SWEETSER appealed from the decision 

| of the Chair, and called for tellers on the appeal; 

| and they were ordered. 

| ‘The question being taken by tellers, ‘‘ Shall the 

| decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of the 

| committee ?”’ (Messrs. Boyp and Oete acting, 

was decided in the affirmative—ayes 94, noes 32. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 


Mr. SCHENCK offered the following amend- 
ment, to come in at the end of the bill: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That to enforce dis- 
| cipline and promote good conduct in the naval service ot 
| the United States, summary courts-martial may be ordered 
upon petty officers, and persons of inferior ratings, by the 
commander of any vessel in the Navy, for the trial of of- 
fences which he may deem deserving of greater punishinent 
than the commander of a vessel is, by the act approved 
| twenty-third April, eighteen hundred, authorized to inflict 
| of his own authority, but not sufficient to require trial by 
| 


he 


an 


general court-martial. 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That summary courts- 
martial shall consist of three commissioned officers, and of 
some competent person to act as recorder: Provided, That 

in cases where commissioned officers cannot be detailed 
| for such service, said court may be composed of any officers 
| above the rank of midshipman. Before proceeding to trial, 
| the members shall take the following oath or affirmation, 
|| which the recorder is hereby authorized to administer: 

‘<1, A. B., do solemnly swear (or affirm) that [ will well 
| and truly try, without prejudice or partiality, the case now 
| depending, aceording to the evidence which shall be ad- 
duced, the laws for the govenment of the Navy, and my own 
| eonscience.”? After which, the recorder of the court shall 
| take the following oath or affirmation, which the senior 
' member of the court shall administer: “1, A. B., do sol- 
| emnly swear (or affirm) that I will keep a true record of 
| the evidence which ne! be given before this court, and of 
| the proceedings thereof.” 
| gee. — “and be it further enacted, That the commander 
| of a ship shall have authority to order any officer under his 
| command to actas the recorder of a summary court-martial. 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That all mameneny 

1} gras before such court shall be given orally, on oath or al- 
| firmation, which the senior member of the court shall ad- 
minister. 
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Sec. — And be it further enacted, That summary courts- 
partial may sentence petty officers, and persons of inferior 
igs, to the following punishments, viz: 
st. Discharge from the service, with bad conduct dis 


rauii 


; Mt solitary confinement in irons, single or double, en 
pread and water: Provided, No sach confinement shall ex- | 
ceed thirty days. —— 

aj. Solitary confinement in irons, single or double, not 
exceeding thirty days. 

4h. Solitary confinement net exceeding thirty days. 

hh. Confinement not exceeding two months. 

6th. Reduction to next inferior rating. 

ath. Ball and chain, but not to be wern at sea. 

sch. Deprivation of fiberty on shore. 

Aud loss of pay, not to execed three months, may be 
added to any of the above-mentioned punishments. ] 
‘sec. —. And beit further enacted, That no such sentence 

quali be carried inte execution, without the approval of the 
oficer ordering the court, who shall have power to remit in 
sart or altogether, but not to commute any such sentences: 
‘ind provided, That no sentence to solitary confinement 
shall be directed to be carried into execution until the sur- | 
geon or senior medical officer on beard, at the time. has 
examined the prisener and certified that it can be done 
without serious injury to his health; and it shall be the 
duty of the commander to remit the whole or any part of | 
any sentence by a summary court-martial, the execution of 
which world, in the opinion of the said surgeon or senior | 
medical officer, produce such injory. 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the commander 
of every ship or vessel in the Navy, shall cause a conduct | 
yook to he Kept, embracing every petty officer, and person 
of inferior rating, under his command, in which shall be 
noted every instance of meritorious or bad conduct of each | 
man; and whenever a man is discharged either at or before 
the expiration of his term of service, he shall take care that | 
nis general character be noted on his discharge, giving to 
those who merit them. good conduct discharges; and to 
these who deserve them, bad conduct discharges; and to | 
those whose conduct shall merit no particular note, dis- 
charges in the usual form: Provided, That the character to 
be given On a discharge shall be ascertained and established 
ander such rujes as shall be prescribed by the Navy Depart- 
ment. } 
Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That any petty officer, 
or person of inferior rating, who shall be discharged with a | 
good conduct discharge, after a service of not less than two | 
years, shall have a preference on reéntering the service, and | 
nadvance to higher ratings over persens of similar quali- 
fications, but who have not se served; and whenever a | 
petty officer, or person of inferior rating, shall be transferred 
fom one ship er station te anether, his character shall be 
noted on the transfer roti. 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That every petty offi- | 
cer, or person of inferior rating, who shall receive a good 
conduct discharge. aiter a continuous service of not less 
than two years, shall, if he re@nters within three months | 
alter his discharge, be entitled to a credit on the books of | 
the ship to which he nay be first ordered, of three months 
wages, at his former rating; and aftertwenty years service 
inthe Navy, with good conduct diseharges at the termination 
of each enlistment, every such petty officer or person of in- | 
ferior rating, shall be entitled to admission to and provision 
in the naval asylam for life, with half the montily wages ef | 
his last enlistment. 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That commanding 
officers may. of their own authority, punish offences com- | 
mitted by petty officers, and others of inferior ratings, | 
wider their command, by soiitary or other confinement ; by 
diminishing their rations; by restricting their diet to bread 
aud water; by imposing extra police and other duties; by | 
withholding permission to leave the ship on liberty, when | 
such indulgence is granted to others of the ship’s company ; 
andin case of theft not exceeding the value of five dollars, 
by making good from the wages of the offender to the owner, 
the value of the article or articles proved to have been stolen, 
and obliging the offender to wear, for any time not exceed- 
ing ten days, a badge with the word “ Thief:”’ and such 
commanding officer may combine any two of these punish- 
ments athis diseretion. But solitary confinement thus di- 
rected, shall not exceed fifteen days, nor other close confine- | 
ment twenty days ; nor shall any of the other punishments | 
hereby authorized, be continued for a longer time than thirty 
days, nor so long as in the epinion ef the surgeon, or senior 
medical officer present, its continuance would seriously | 
affect the health of the offender. If the offences shall be 
deemed to require severer punishment, the offender may be 
confined, until he can be brought to trial before a court 
ether general or summary, or his release is ordered by 
proper authority. 

Sc. —. And be it further enacted, That the proceedings 
of summary courts-martial shall be conducted with as much 
coneiseness and precision as may be censistent with the 
ends of justice, and wader such forms and rules as may be 
prescribed by the Secretary of the Navy, with the approval 
of the President of the United States; and all such pro- 
ceedings shatl be transmitted, in the usual mode, to the 
Navy Department. 

Sec. —. nd be it further enacted, That any punish- | 
ments authorized by this act to be inflicted by a summary 
court-martial, may likewise be inflicted by any general | 
court martial. | 


an CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of | 
er. 

Mr. SCHENCK said that the punishment by | 
flogging had been abolished in this Pal last session, 
and——_[Loud cries of *‘ Order!”?] He appealed | 
from the decision of the Chair. 

The question being taken, ‘ Shall the deeision 
of the Chair stand as the judgment of the com- | 
mittee ?”? it was decided in the affirmative. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained, 

i 








Mr. HENRY moved to add the following at the | 
end of the bill; 


_THE CON 





“< Be it farther enacted, That hereafter no new appoint- 
ment shall be made to supply vacancies occasioned either 
by death or resignation of officers of the Navy; nor any 
promotions be made in consequence of any such vacan- 
cies, until further legislation. *” 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, raised a 
point of order on the amendment. 
- The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of 


| order. 


/main question ordered; which 


Gn motion by Mr. BAYLY, the committee then 
rose, and the Speaker having resumed the chair, 
the chairman of the committee reported the bill 
with the amendments. 

Mr. BAYLY demanded the previeus question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question 


| Was first on agreeing to the amendments reported 


from the Committee of the Whole on the state of - 
the Union. 

Mr. JONES moved that the House adjourn. 

The question was taken, and the House refused 
to adjourn. 

The question was then taken on agreeing to the 
amendments severally, and they were ail con- 
curred in. , 

The question recurring on ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time, it was taken, 
and decided in the affirmative. 


The bill having been read a third time, the ques- 
tion was, ‘* Shall the bill pass?” 

Mr. BAYLY demanded the previous question; 
which was seconded, and the main question or- 
dered. 

Mr. ORR demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. MILLER called for tellers on ordering the 
yeas and nays. , 

Tellers were not ordered, and the yeas and nays 
were not ordered, 


And the question being taken, it was decided in | 


the affirmative. ‘ 
So the bill passed. 


Mr. BAYLY moved to reconsider the vote just 


taken, and to lay the motion to reconsider on the 


table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. BAYLY moved that the rules be suspended, 
and that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. ORR moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. VINTON inquired whether the bill just 


passed could be sent to the Senate without the 16th | 


joint rale being suspended? 

The SPEAKER stated that there was now pend- 
ing the motion of the gentleman from Virginia 
to suspend the rules, and also the motion of the 
gentleman from South Carolina, that the House 
adjourn. If these motions were withdrawn, he 


GRESSIONAL GLOB 


would lay before the House a communication | 


from the Senate, suspending the joint rule referred 
to by the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Vixrex] for 
this day. . 

Mr. Barty and Mr. Orr witlfrew their re- 
spective motions. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- 
sage from the Senate, announcing that the Senate 
had resolved to suspend the 16th joint rule of the 
two Houses for this day. 

On motion by Mr. VINTON, the House con- 
curred in the resolution of the Senate. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the rules be suspend- 
ed, and that the House resolve itself in Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. ORR moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, wished the 
gentleman from Virginia would state what bills he 
proposed to take up in committee? How long 
they would be likely to detain the committee? 
And whether it was important to get through with 
them to-night at this late hour? 

Mr. STANLY hoped that the House would 
take up and dispose of the cheap postage bill. 


Mr. POTTER asked the gentleman from South | 


Carolina [Mr. Orr} to withdraw the motion to 
adjourn, to enable him to report back the cheap 
postage bill to the House. 

Mr. HARALSON asked the gentleman to with- 
draw the motion to adjourn, to enable him to 
move that when the House adjourns, it adjourn to 
meet at nine o’clock, a. m., on Monday. 

Mr. ORR declined to withdraw his motion. 

And the question being taken, the House, by a 
large majority, refused to adjourn. 

The question recurring on Mr. Bayty’s mo- 
tion to go into Committee of the Whole on the | 


———— ——— ——————— 


ut 


state of the Union, it was taken and decided in 


the negative. 


CHEAP POSTAGE BILL. 
Mr. POTTER asked the unanimous consent of 


| the House to report from the Committee on the 


Post Office and Post Roads the cheap posiage bill. 
Mr. THOMAS objected. 


Mr. POTTER moved to suspend the rules to 
enable him to report the bill. 


Mr. JONES demanded the yeas and nays, and 


tellers on the yeas and nays; and tellers were or- 
| dered. 


The question being taken, ‘ Shall the yeas and 
nays be ordered ?” (by tellers, Messrs. Born, and 


| Kine of Rhode Island, acting,) was decided in the 


negative—ayes 32, noes 132. 

So the yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then taken, and the rules 
were suspended. 

Mr. POTTER then, from the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, to which was re- 
ferred the ** Bill of the House to reduce and mod- 
ify the rates of postage in the United States, and 


| to provide for the coinage of a three cent piece,” 


a 


with the amendments of the Senate thereto, re- 
ported the same with amendments. 


The following is the Senate’s substitute for the 
bill of the House: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That from and after the thirtieth day of June, eighteen hun- 
dred and fifty-one, in liew of the rates of postage now es- 
tablished by law, there shall be charged the following rates, 
to wit: For every single letter in manuscript, or paper of 
any kind upon which information shall be asked for or 
communicated, in writing, or by any marks or signs, con- 
veyed in the mail, for any distance between places within 
the United States, three cents, not exceeding three thousand 
miles, when the postage upon such letter shall be prepaid, 
and five cents when the postage thereon shall not have been 
prepaid; and for any distance exceeding three thousand 
miles, double these rates. For every such single letter or 
paper, when conveyed wholly or in part by sea, and to or 
trom a foreign country, for any distance over twenty-five 
hundred miles, twenty cents; and for any distance under 
twenty-five hundred miles, ten cents, (excepting, however 
all cases where such postages have been or shall be adjusted 
at different rates by postal treaty or convention already con- 
cluded or hereaiter to be made;) and for a double letter 
there shall be charged double the rates above specified ; and 
for a treble letter treble these rates ; and for a quadruple let- 
ter quadruple those rates; and every ietter or parcel not 
exceeding half an ounce in weight shall be deemed a single 
letter, and every additional weight of half an ounce or ad- 
ditional weight of less than half an ounce, shall be charged 
with an additional single postage. And al! drop letters, or 
letters placed in any post office, not for transmission but for 
delivery only, shall be charged with postage at the rate of 
one cent each; and all letters which shall hereafter be ad- 
vertised as remaining over or uncalled for in any post office 
shall be charged with ore cent in addition to the regular 
postage, both to be accounted for as other postages now are. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all newspapers 
not exceeding three ounces in weight, sent from the office of 
publication to actual and bona fide subseribers, shall be 
charged with postage as follows, to wit: All newspapers 
published weekly only shall circulate in the mail free of 
postage within the county where published, and that the 
postage on the regular numbers of a newspaper published 
weekly, for any distance not exceeding fifty miles out of 
the county where publislred, shall be five cents per quarter ; 
for any distance exceeding fifty miles, and not exceeding 
three hundred miles, ten cents per quarter ; for any distance 
exceeding three hundred miles and not exceeding one 
thousand miles, fifteen cents per quarter; for any distance 
exceeding one thousand miles and not exceeding two thou- 
sand miles, twenty cents per quarter; for any distance 
exceeding two thousand miles and not exceeding four thou 
sand miles, twenty-five cents per quarter; and for any dis- 
tance exceeding four thousand miles, thirty cents per quar- 
ter; and papers published semi-weekly shall be charged 
double those rates ; tri-weekly, treble those rates ; and oft- 
ener than tri-weekly, five times those rates. And there 
shall be charged upon every other newspaper, and each 
circular not sealed, haudbill, engraving, pamphlet, periodi- 
eal, magazine, book, and every other descgption of printed 
matter which shall be unconnected with aly manuscript or 
written matter, and which it may be lawful to transmit 
through the mail, of no greater weight than one ounce, for 
any distance not exceeding five hundred miles, one cent; 
and for each additional ounce or fraction of an ounce, one 
cent; for any distance exceeding five hundred miles and 
not exceeding ene thousand five hundred miles, double 
those rates; for any distance exceeding one thousand five 
hundred miles and not exceeding two thousand five hun- 
dred miles, treble those rates; for any distance exceeding 
two thousand five hundred miles and not exceeding three 
thousand five hundred miles, four times those rates ; for 
anv distance exceeding three thousand five hundred miles 
five times those rates. Subscribers to all periodicals shall 
be required to pay one quarter’s postage in advance ; in 
all such cases the postage shall be one half the foregoing 
rates. Bound books, and parcels of printed matter not 
weighing over thirty-two ounces, shall be deemed mailable 
matter under the provisions of this section. And tre post- 
age on all printed matter other than newspapers and periodi- 
cals published at intervals not exceeding three months, and 
sent from the office of publication to absolute and bona fide 
subscribers, to be prepaid; and in ascertaining the weight 
of newspapers for the purpose of determining the amount 


”, 


fis 

aD 

5 
4 


7 








































Dro-virilented-tpiin schemas 







































































































































































































































































of postage chargeable thereon, they shall be weighed when 
in a dry state. And whenever any printed matter on whieh 
the postage is required by this section to be prepaid shall, 
through the inattention of postmasters or otherwise, be sent 


bie the amount of postage which would have been charge- 
able thereon if the postage had been prepaid ; but nothing 
in this act contained shall subject to postage any matter 
which is exempted from the payment of postage by any ex- 
isting law. And the Postmaster General, by and with the 
advice and consent of the President of the United States, 
shall be, and he hereby is, authorized to reduce or enlarge, 
from time to time, these rates of postage upon all letters 
and other mailable matter conveyed between the United 
States and any foreign country, for the purpose of making 
better postal arrangements with other Governments, or 
counteracting any adverse measures affecting our postal 
intercourse With foreign countries ; and postmasters at the 
office of delivery are hereby authorized, and it shall be their 
duty, to remove the wrappers and envelops from all printed 
matier and pamphlets not eharged with letter postage, forthe 
purpose of ascertaining whether there is upon or connected 
with any such printed matter, orin such package, any matter 
or thing which would authorize or require a charge of a higher 
rate of postage thereon. And all publishers of pamphlets, 
periodicals, magazines, and newspapers, which shall not 
exceed sixteen ounces in weight, shall be allowed to inter- 
change their publications reciprocally, free of postage: 
Provided, That such interchange shall be confined to a 
single copy of each publication: And provided, also, Said 
publishers may enclose in their publications the bill for sub- 
scription thereto, without any additional charge for postage : 
And provided, further, That in all casea where newspa 
pers drall not contain over three hundred square inches, 
they may be transmitted through the mails by the publish- 
ers to bona fide subscribers at one-fourth the rates fixed by 


without prepayment, the same shall be charged with dou- | issued weekly or oftencr, shall have the largest circulation 
| 


LS Ca Eee 


Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That lists of letters 
remaining uncalled for in any post office, in any city, town, 
or village where a newspaper shall be printed, shall here 
after be published once only in the newspaper which, being 


within the range of delivery of said office, to be decided by 
the postmaster at such office, at such times and under such 
regulations as the Postmaster General shall prescribe, aud 
at a charge of one cent for each letter advertised. And the 
postmaster at such office is hereby directed to post, in a 
conspicuous place in his office, a copy of such list, on the 
day or day after the publication thereof; and if the publisher 
| of any such paper shall refuse to publish the list of letters 
| as provided in this section, the postmaster may désignate 
| some other paper for such purpose. Such lists of letters 
shall be published once in every six weeks, and as much 
oftener, not exceeding once a week, as the Postmaster Gen- 
eral may specially direct: Provided, That the Postmaster 
General may, in his discretion, direct the publication of 
German and other foreign letters in any newspaper printed 
in the German or any other foreign language, which publica- 
tion shall be either in lieu of, or in addition to, the publica- 
tion of the list of such Jetters in the manner first in this sec- 
tion provided, as the Postmaster General shall direct. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That to any post- 
| master whose commissions may be reduced below the | 
amount allowed at his office for the year ending the thirtieth 
day of June, eighteen hundred and fifty-one, and whose 
| labors may be increased, the Postmaster General shall be 
authorized, in his discretion, to allow such additional com- 
missions as he may deem just and proper: Provided, That | 
| the whole amount of commissions allowed such postmaster 
| during any fiscal year, shall not exceed by more than twenty 
per cent. the amount of commissions at such office for the 
| year ending the thirtieth day of June, eighteen hundred and 








this act. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of the Postinaster General to provide and furnish to 
all deputy postmasters, and to all other persons applying and 
paying therefor, suitable postage stamps of the denomina 
tien of three cents, and of such other denominations as he 
may think expedient, to facilitate the prepayment of the 
postages provided for in this act. And any person who shall 
forge or counterfeit any postage stamp provided or fur- 
nished under the provisions of this or any former act, 
whether the same are impressed, or printed on, or attached 
to, envelops or not, or any die, plate, or engraving therefor, 
or shall make, or print, or knowingly use or sell, or have 
in his possession with intent to use or sell, any such false, 
forged, or counterfeited die, plate, engraving, or postage 
stamp, or who shall make, or print, or authorize or procure 
to be made or printed, any postage stamp, of the kind pro- 
vided and furnished by the Postmaster General as afore- 
said, without the special authority of the Post Office De- 
partment, or who, after such postage stamps have been 


printed, shall, with intent to defraud the revenues of the | 


Post Office Department, deliver any postage stamps to any 
person or persons other than such as shall be authorized 
to receive the same by an instrument of writing, duly exe- 
euted under the hand of the Postmaster General and the 
seal of the Post Office Department, shall, on conviction 
thereof, be deemed guilty of felony, and be punished by a 
fine not exceeding $500, or by iunprisonment not exceeding 
five years, or by both such fine and imprisonment; and the 
expenses of procuring and providing all such postage 
stamps and letter envelops, as are provided for or author- 
ized by this act, shall be paid, after being adjusted by the 
Auditor of the Post Office Department, on the certificate of 
the Postmaster General, out of any money in the Treasury 
arising from the revenues of the Post Office Department. 
Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Postmas- 
ter General shall be, and he is hereby, authorized to pro 
vide and furnish to all postmasters, and other persons ap 
plying and paying therefor, suitable letter envelops of con- 


venient sizes, with one or more suitable postage stamps of 


such denominations and value as he may deem expedient, 
printed or impressed thereon, or attached thereto, which 
envelops shall be sold at the cost of procuring and furnish 
ing the same, as near as may be, with the addition of the 
value or denomination of the postage stamps, so printed or 
impressed thereon, or attached thereto as aforesaid; and 
letters, when enclosed in such envelops, or having postage 
stamps attached to such letters, or to the envelops thereof, 
(the postage stamp or stamps in every such case being af- 
fixed or appearing on the outside, and of the value, denom 
ination, or amount, required to prepay the postage on such 
letters under the provisions of this act, and such stamps or 
envelops not having been used before,) shall pass in the 
mails as prepaid letters ; and all letters enclosed in such en- 
velops as shall be provided and furnished by the Postmaster 
General, as first in this section prescribed, and with postage 
stamps thereon as aforesaid, (and such postage stamps on 
euch envelops being equal in value and amount to the rates 
of postage to wich such letters would be liable if sent by 
mail, and such postage stamps and envelops not having 
been before used,) may be sent, conveyed, and delivered, 
otherwise than by post or mail, notwithstanding any prohi- 
bition thereof under any existing law: Provided, That the 
said envelop shall be duly sealed, and the same duly di- 
rected and addressed, and the date of such letter, or of the 
receipt or transmission thereof, written or stamped, or other- 
wise appear on such envelop. 

Sec. 5, nd be it further enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of every postmaster to cause to be defaced, in such 
manner as the Postmaster General shall direct, all postage 
stamps attached to letters deposited in his office, or de 
livered, or to be sent by mail; and if any postmaster send- 
ing letters in the mail with postage stamps attached shall 
omit to deface the same, it shall be the duty of the post- 
master to whose office such letters shall be sent for delivery 
to deface the stamps, and report the delinquent postmaster 
to the Postmaster General. And if any person shall use, or 
attempt to use in weg mers of postage, any postage stam 
whieh shall have n before used for like purposes, aah 
person shall be subject to a penalty of fifty dollars for every 
such offence, to be recovered in the name of the United 
States in any court of competent jurisdiction. 


| fifty-one. 
|| See. 8. And be it further enacted, That no post office 
now in existence shall be discontinued, nor shall the mail 
service on any mail routein any of the States or Territories 
be discontinued or diminished, in consequence of any dimi- 
| nution of the revenues that may result froin this act. And 
| it shall be the duty of the Postmaster General to establish 
new post offices, and place the mail service on any new 
mail routes established, or that may hereafter be established, 
in the same manner as though this act had not passed. 
Sec. 9. nd be it further enacted, That there shall be 
paid to the Post Office Department, in further payment and 


Houses of Congress, and the other departments and officers 
of the Government inghe transportation of free matter, the 
sum of $500,000 per Year, which shall be paid quarterly, 
out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- 
| ated; and the moneys appropriated to the Post Office De- 
partment by the twelfth section of the act ‘to establish 
certain post routes, and for other purposes,’’ approved 
| Mareh 3d, 1847, and remaining undrawn in the Treasury, 
shall continue subject to the requisition of the Postmaster 
|| General for the service of the Post Office Department, not- 
withstanding the same may have remained so undrawn for 
more than two years after it became subject to such requi- 
sition. " 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That there is hereby 


| wise appropriated, the sum of $500,000, to supply any defi- 
ciency that may arise in the Post Office Department. 

Sec. ll. nd be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury shall be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
appointand employ in the office of the Auditor for the Post 
Office Department such additional clerks as shall be found 
| necessary in such Office, in consequence of the passage of 
this act, not exceeding eight in all, and at such salaries as 
he may think proper, not exceeding $1,400 per annum for 
one half of such clerks, and $1,200 per annum for the resi- 
due thereof; which salaries, until the close of the next fiscal 
year, shall be paid quarterly out of any mohey inthe 'Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. 12. And gy it further enacted, That the Postmas- 
| ter General shall be, and he is hereby, authorized to appoint 
and employ such additional clerks in the Post Office De- 
| partinent, not exceeding eight in all, as shall be found ne- 
cessary in such Department, in consequence of the passage 


# of this act, at such salaries, not exceeding $1,400 per year 


for one half of such clerks, and $1,200 per year for the 
other half, as may appeas to said Postmaster General to be 
just and expedient; which salaries, until the elose of the 





next fiseal year, shall be paid quarterly out of any moneys 
| in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That it shall be in 
the power of the Postmaster General, at all post offices 





the United States, to establish post routes within the cities 
or towns, to provide for conveying letters to the post office 
by establishing suitable and convenient places of deposit, 
and by employing carriers to receive and deposit thein in 
the post office; and at all such offices it shall be in his 
power to cause letters to be delivered by suitable carriers, 
to be appointed by him for that purpose, for which not ex- 
ceeding one or two cents shall be charged, to be paid by the 
person receiving or sending the same, and all sums so re- 


master General to carriers shall in no case exceed the 
amount paid into the Treasury by each town or city under 
the provisions of this section. 

Mr. GREEN raised the point of order, that the 
bill having been reported to the House from the 
Senate, and been acted upon by both branches of 
the Legislature, that it was not competent for the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads to 
propose to amend it, excepting to amend the 
amendments of the Senate. 

The SPEAKER overruled the point of order. 
| Mr. GREEN appealed from the decision of the 
| Chair, and in doing so would make a remark. The 
| original bill contained a provision for the coinage of 
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compensation for the mail service performed for the two | 


appropriated, out of any moneys in the T'reasury not other- | 


where the postmasters are appointed” by the President of || 


ceived shall be paid into the Post Office Department: Pro- | 
vided, The amount of compensation allowed by the Post- | 
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a three cent piece, which the Senate had (ahaidiien 


| out. The Committee on the Post Office and Post 


Roads had proposed an amendment of the sa; 

“ . é 4 same 
kind as that stricken out, and had no right to de 
so any more than any individual member of tho 
House. He held that when the bill came back to 
the House from the Senate, the question was, w;\j 
the House concur in the amendments of the Sen. 
ate? If they would notconcur, the House adhered 
to the original bill; if they did concur, the Sen. 
ate’s amendments were adopted. 

Mr. POTTER. If the gentleman from Mis. 
souri will allow me, I will explain the matte 
This bill is in a different condition from that jy, 
which it would be if the amendments were offered 
to the House bill. The Senate have struck oy; 
the entire bill and adopted a substitute, and it is ay 
amendment to the substitute that is now proposed, 

| Mr. GREEN was satisfied, and would wit). 
draw his appeal. 

Mr. POTTER said: I do not propose to make 
| speech upon this bill, but I ask the attention of 
' the House for a few moments whilst I explain the 

Senate amendments, and the amendments of the 
committee thereto. The bill as passed by the House 
provided for a three cent rate of postage, paid o, 
unpaid. The Senate have stricken out that prop- 
osition in their substitute, and provide for three 
cents prepaid and five cents unpaid for all distances 
under three thousand miles. For all distances 
/over three thousand miles the postage is to be 
double these rates. That is all there is on the 
subject of letter postage. 

With regard to newspaper postage, the bill as 
_passed by the House provided that newspapers 

should circulate within the State where published, 
to bona fide subscribers, at a half cent per number: 
and that papers circulating out of the State where 
| published should be chargeable one cent for all 
distances. The Senate have adopted in liea of 
that, a provision which will be ascertained by the 
reading of the bill. 

The first amendment the committee propose is 

in the twelfth line, to strike out the words “ three 
| cents,’’ after the words United States. 

|| The second is to insert after the word “ pre- 
|| paid’’ the words ‘‘ three cents.” 
|| The third amendment of the committee is to in- 
| sert after the words *‘ and for any distance exceed- 
ing four thousand miles thirty cents per quarter,” 
the following: ‘And all newspapers published 
‘monthly and sent to actual bona fide subscribers 
‘shall be charged with one fourth the foregoing 
‘rates, and all newspapers published semi-month- 
| * ly shall be charged with one half the foregoing 
‘ rates.”’ 
| That is intended to embrace agricultural and re- 
ligious papers that are published semi-monthly 
and monthly, and are sent to all parts of the Un- 
ted States. We place them on the samé footing 
| as weekly newspapers—political, agricultural, or 
| whatever they may be. That is the amendment 
_ that the committee proposes with regard to this 
class of papers. If this amendment is not made 
to the Senate bill, these papers will be charged as 
| transient papers. . 

I will state here that all these amendments of the 
| House Committee have been submitted to the Sen- 

; ate Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
and that they entirely concur in all of them. 

The fourth amendment is to strike out the fourth 

| section of the Senate bill which provides for the 
procuring of stamped envelops by the Postmas- 
ter General, and the sending of them through the 
mail to postmasters and to all other persons who 

|| desire to purchase them. The objection that 

‘the House Committee had to the furnishing 

| by the Postmaster General of stamped envelops 
was, that the Department should not enter into 
competition in the stationery business with book- 

sellers and stationers throughout the country, 
and that we would not load down the mails by 
sending these envelops free of postage to all per- 
sons who called for them. In that amendment 
the Committee of the Senate entirely concur. 

The next amendment is to strike out the elev- 
enth section of the Senate bill, providing for eight 
additional clerks in the office of the Auditor of the 
Treasury for the Post Office Department, in con- 
sequence of the increased amount of business !" 
consequence of the reduced rates of postage. Ou! 
object has mainly been to simplify the rates 0! 
postage, so that no increase of clerks in the Audi- 

_ or’s office shall be necessary. 
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"The twelfth section of the Senate bill provides ij 


for the appointment of eight additional clerks for 
the Post Office ees at salaries from $1,000 to 
¢1,400 each. Th eC 
io report in favor of striking that out, as they be- 
jieve that no additional clerks will be necessary; 
for although the bill as passed by the Senate is 
much more complicated than that passed by the 
House, yet it will not require additional clerks in 
the Department. 5 ; 

In regard to the coinage of a three-cent piece, a 
proposition was offered in the Senate to amend 
that passed in the House providing for a three- 


e House Committee instructed me | 


cent coinage; and this bill provides that that coin | 


shall be of a certain weight and a certain form. 


The Committee on the Post Office and Post | 


Roads, in reporting this section of the bill, have 


inserted the original section of the bill, together | 
with an amendment recommended by the Director | 


of the Mint at Philadelphia. It is as follows: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the passage of this act, it shall be lawful to coin at the Mint 
of the United States and its branches, a piece of the denomi- 
nation and legal value of three cents, or three hundredths of 
a dollar, to be composed of three fourths silver and one fourth 
copper, and to weigh twelve grains and three eighths of a 
grain; that the said coin shall bear such devices as shall be 
conspicuously different from those of the other silver coins, 


and of the gold dollar; but having the inscription, ‘* United | 
States of America,’’ and its denomination and date; and | 


that it shall be a legal tender in payment of debts for all 
sums of thirty cents and under. And that no ingots shall 
be used for the coinage of the three-cent pieces herein 
authorized, of which the quality differs more than five 
thousandths from the legal standard; and that in adjusting 
the weight of the said coin, the following deviations from 
the standard weight shall not be exceeded, namely, one 
half of a grain in a single piece, and one pennyweight in a 
thousand pieces. 


Mr. ASHMUN, (interposing.) I havea single 


remark and request to make, and that is, that | 
when the gentleman gets through, he will call the 


yrevious question. 

Mr. POTTER. 
ness, sir. 
planations to the modifications that we propose to 
the Senate amendments, and of the provisions 
contained in the bill as passed by the Senate. I 
believe that if the House have given me their 
attention, the whole matter is understood, and I 
therefore call the previous question. 

Mr. JOHNSON. 
It is now half past twelve o’clock, and being Sun- 
day, we should set a better example. 

The House refused to adjourn. 

The previous question a received a second, 


I understand my own busi- 


I have thus far confined myself to ex- | 


I move the House adjourn. | 





and the main question was ordered; which main | 


question was first on agreeing to the amendments 
enumerated above, proposed by the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads to the substi- 
tute of the Senate. 
Mr. MORSE moved that the House adjourn. 
Mr. GENTRY. Mr. Speaker, I merely desire 


to say, by unanimous consent of the House, that | 


in my opinion, in view of the condition of the 
public business, this House ought not to adjourn 
until the 4th of March next. [Laughter.] 


The question was then taken on Mr. Morse’s 
motion, and the House refused to adjourn. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved that the | 


House concur in the remaining amendments to 
the bill. 


Mr. ROSS called for the yeas and nays; and 
they were not ordered. 


The question being taken, the amendmentsof the | 


Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
were concurred in, as were also the amendments 
of the Senate, as thus amended. 

_ Mr. STANTON moved to reconsider the vote 
just taken, and to lay the motion to reconsider on 
the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. DUNHAM asked the unanimous consent | 


of the House to take up joint resolution No. 28, 


being a joint resolution for the relief of the heirs | 


of Colonel John DeNeufville. 
Mr. STRONG objected. 
Mr. DUNHAM moved to suspend the rules. 


Pending which motion, at twelve minutes past 
twelve o’clock, 


Mr. HALL moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. MATTESON asked for tellers; which were 
ordered, and Messrs. Carpwew. of Kentucky, 
and Carvin appointed. 

The question being taken, the tellers reported— 
ayes 77, noes 58. 

So the House adjourned. 
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Correction.—The remarks of Mr. Evans, of 
Maryland, on the appropriation to supply defi- 
ciencies on account of nautical books, maps, and 
charts, as published in p. 754, are incorrect. 
should have read as follows: 


Mr. EVANS said he could not answer the | 
But we have it from the Secretary of | 


peg 
the Navy that the sum which Congress appropri- 
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ated was an insufficient sum, and that if no more | 
was apprepriated, they would be obliged to come | 
in here with a deficiency of $8,000. If Congress | 


created an office and fixed a salary, but made no 
appropriation therefor, he believed Government 
had no right to come here with a deficiency on 
that account. Let the office remain vacant until 
the appropriation was made. - 
But he thought the economy not a just econo- 
my which struck at the item of charts for our pub- 
lic ships. 
in which a deficiency was allowable. 
this was one the committee would judge. 


W hether 
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The House met at eleven o’clock, a. m. 
Journal of Saturday was read. 

Mr. BAYLY asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to move to suspend the sixteenth joint 
rule, to enable the naval appropriation bill to be 
sent to the Senate. 

Mr. HALL asked if the motion was confined 
to that bill. 

Mr. BAYLY said it was. 

There being no objection, the motion was enter- 
| tained and agreed to. 

The SPEAKER stated that there was a motion 
pending to suspend the rules to enable the gentle- 
man from Indiana [Mr. Dunugm] to move to dis- 
charge the Committee of the Whole House from 
the further consideration of joint resolution No. 
| 28, of the Senate, for the relief of the heirs of John 

De Neufville. 

The question was taken, and (two thirds voting 
in the affirmative) the rules were suspended. 

The question was next upon discharging the 
Committee of the Whole from the further consid- 
eration of the joint resolution; which was taken and 

| decided in the affirmative. 

The question recurred upon ordering the joint 
resolution to a third reading. 

Mr. DUNHAM asked to have a letter read 
from Mr. Whittlesey in relation to the claim. 

Mr. McCLERNAND asked what was the 

/ amount of the claim ? 

Mr. DUNHAM. The principal is $8,000. 

Mr. HALL. And the interest is $12,000. 

Mr. McCLERNAND objected to the reading 
of the letter. 

Mr. DUNHAM called for the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. HALL asked the gentleman to strike out 
the interest. 


The 


Mr. DUNHAM stated that the interest was al- | 


lowed under a resolution of Congress of 1794. 
Mr. JONES asked the gentleman from Indiana 

to admit of an amendment, and then he should not 

have a word to say against the resolution; but 


if- 





Mr. INGE called the gentleman to order. 
The SPEAKER said that no remarks were in 
'order pending the demand for the previous ques- 
tion. 
| The previous question was seconded, and the 
| main question ordered, which main question was 
on ordering the joint resolution to a third reading. 

Mr. HALL moved to lay the joint resolution on 
the table. 

The motion was net agreed to; and the joint 
resolution was ordered to athird reading, and was 
read a third time. 

The question recurring on the passage of the 
resolution— 

Mr. DUNHAM demanded the previous ques- 
tion; which was seconded, and, under the operation 
thereof, the resolution was passed. 


| Mr. DUNHAM moved to reconsider the vote 

by which the joint resolut'»p was passed, and to 
lay the motion to reconsi€ pon the table; which 

latter motion was agreed tu 

| Mr. BAYLY asked for ay ‘ obtained unanimous 

| consent to offer a resolutio: ‘o enable the Com- 

‘mittee of Ways and Mea nd committees of 


In his opinion, there were some cases | 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
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conference to report atanytime; which resolution 
was agreed to. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the rules be suspended, 
and that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, to take 
up the consideration of the post office appropria- 
tion bill. 

Mr. BURT was very anxious, on the part of 
the Committee on Military Affairs, to present a 
matter to the attention of the House; and he trust- 
ed that the gentleman from Virginia would enable 
him so to do. 

Mr. BAYLY declined to withdraw his motion. 

Mr. BURT then hoped that the House would 
vote down the motion, as there was no appropria- 
tion bill for the committee to take up. 

The question was then taken, and decided in 


the affirmative. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Tuompson, of Mississi pi, in the chair.) 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the committee take up 
the consideration of the Post Office appropriation 
bill, with the Senate amendments thereto. 

Mr. BURT inquired whether that was one of 
the general appropriation bills? 

The CHAIRMAN stated that it was. 


|| Mr. BURT inquired if it would be in order to 


move to take upa different bill ? 
| The CHAIRMAN said that it was not in order 
pending the motion to take up the Post Office ap- 
| propriation bill. 
| ‘The committee then agreed to take up the Post 
| Office appropriation bill. 
Mr. BAYLY moved that the committee rise, in 
| order to enable him to introduce a resolution stop- 
ping debate on that bill. 
The motion was agreed to, 
And the committee rose; and the Speaker having 


| resumed the chair, the chairman of the committee 


reported progress. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that debate on the Post 
Office appropriation bill be stopped in one minute 
after the House should again resolve itself into 


Committee of the Whole. 


The resolution was agreed to. 
On motion by Mr. BAYLY, the rules were sus- 


| pended, and thg House again resolved itself into 


Committee of the Whole on the siate of the Union, 


| (Mr. Tuompson of Mississippi, in the chair,) and 


resumed the consideration of the Post Office appro- 


| priation bill. 


The Crerk then reported the first amendment 
from the Senate: 

“No. 1. For incidental expenses of the post office in 
California, from the dates, respectively, of their establish 
ment, to the 30th June, 1851, $66,000; or so much thereof 
as may be necessary, in addition to the commissions allowed 
by law to postmasters ; to be expended at such offices, in 
such proportions, and under such regulations as the Post 


master General may direct, and to be accounted for as com- 
missions.”’ 


The CHAIRMAN stated that the Committee 
of Ways and Means recommended non-concur- 
rence in that amendment. 

The question was then taken on agreeing to the 
Senate amendment, and was decided in the nega- 
tive—ayes 33, noes not counted. 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 

The Crerx then reported the second Senate 
amendment: 


“And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General 
shall be and he is hereby authorized to appoint letter car- 
riers for the delivery ofletters from any post office in Cali- 
fornia or Oregon, and to allow the letter carriers who may 
be appointed at any such post office to demand and receive 
such sum for all Jetters, newspapers, or other mailable mat- 
ter, delivered by them, as may be recommended by the 
postmaster for whose office such letter carrier may be ap 
pointed, not exceeding five cents for every letter, two cents 
for every newspaper, and two cents for every ounce of 
other mailable matter; and the Postmaster General shall be 
and he is hereby authorized to empower the special agents 
of the Post Office Department in California and Oregon to 
appoint such letter carriers in their districts respectively, 
and to fix the rates of their compensation within the limits 
aforesaid, subject to and until the final action of the Postmas- 
ter General thereon. And such appointments may be made 
and rates of compensation modified from time to time as 
may be deemed expedient, and the rates of compensation 
may be fixed and graduated in respect to the distance of the 
place ef delivery from the post offices for which such car- 
riers are appointed, but the rate of compensation of any 
such letter carrier shall not be changed after his appoint- 
ment, except by the order of the Postmaster General; and 
such lever carriers shall be subject to the provisions of the 
forty-first section of the act entitled ‘ An act to change the 
organization of the Post Office Department and to provide 
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more effectually for the settlement of the accounts thereof,’ 
approved July 2, 1831, except in cases otherwise provided 
for in this uct.’”’ 


The CHAIRMAN stated that the Committee 


of Waysand Means recommended concurrence in | 


this amendment. 

Mr. SWEETSER. 
the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
made. 

Mr. THURSTON. I wish to know the amount 
that the Postmaster General will allow these car- 
riers? 

The CHAIRMAN. 
amine for himself. 
Mr. BAYLY. 

out of order, 

The CHAIRMAN. All this debate is out of 
order. 

The question was then taken on agreeing to the 
Senate amendment, and it was agreed to. 

The Crerx then reported the third Senate 
amendment: 

“ And be it further enacted, That in all cases of fine, 
penalty, forfetture or disability, or alleged lialwtity for any 
sum of sums of money, by way of damages or otherwise, 
under any provision of law relating to the Post Office De 
partment, or the officers, operations, or business thereof, 
the Postmaster General shall be and he is hereby author- 
ized to prescribe such general rules and mode of proceeding 
as to him shall appear expedient for the government of the 
Auditor of the Post Office Department in ascertaining the 
facts in each case in which it shall be certified to bim by 


That motion cannot be 


The gentleman must ex- 
5 


I submit that these remarks are 


such Auditor that the interests of the Department probably | 
require the exercise of the power conferred by this act; | 


and upon the facts being ascertained as aforesaid, the said 
Auditor shall have power with the written consent of the 
Postmaster General to mitigate or remit such fine, penalty, 
or forfeiture, remove such disability, and to compromise, 
release and discharge such claims for such sum or sums of 
money aud damages, on such terms as the said Auditor shall 
deem just and expedient; and that in all cases where a 
judgment shall have been obtained for a debt or damages 
due the Post Office Department, and it shall satisfactorily 
appear by the return of execution or otherwise that such 
judgment or so much thereof as remains unpaid cannot be 


collected by due process of law, the said Auditor shall be | 


and he is hereby antherized, with the written consent of 
the Postmaster General, to compromise such judgment, and 
accept in satisfaction thereof Jess than the amount of such 
judgment.”’ 7 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the Committee 
of Ways and Means recommended a non-concur- 
rence in this amendment. 


The question was then taken on the amendment, | 


and was disagreed to. . 

The Crerx then reported the fourth Senate 
amendment: 

“Seo. —. That the Postmaster General is hereby author- 
ized to allow hereafter to the special agents of the Post 
Office Department the same amount of salary as is allowed 
to the principal clerks of the Post Ojfice Department: 
Provided, That no more shall he expended for the purpose 
during the present year than is already appropriated in this 
act.’’ 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the Committee 
of Ways and Means recommended an amend- 
mendment to the Senate amendment. 

The Crerx read the amendment of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, as follows: 

‘Strike out the words ‘the same amount of salary as is 
nilowed to the principal clerks of the Post Office Depart- 
ment,’ and insert the following in licu thereof, viz: ‘ the 
annual salary of $1,600.’ ” 


The question was first taken on agreeing to the 


amendment of the Committee of Ways and Means | 
to the amendment of the Senate, and decided in | 


the affirmative. 

The question then recurred on agreeing to the 
amendment as amended, and being taken it was 
agreed to. 

Mr. BAYLY moved thatthe committee rise and 
report the bill. 


Mr. GRINNELL moved that the committee | 


take up the light-house appropriation bill. 


The CHAIRMAN stated that the motion of the 


gentleman from Virginia would take precedence. 


Mr. TOOMBS hoped that the gentleman from 


Virginia would withdraw his motion. 


Mr. JONES inquired whether the resolution | 
stopping debate was not in the usual form, and 


whether, in consequence, it did order that the com- 
mittee should rise and report the bill ? 


The CHAIRMAN was of opinion that such || 


was the case. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmative. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, the chairman of the committee 
—— that the committee had had under con- 
sideration the Post Office appropriation bill, with 


I move that we disagree to | 


| sundry Senate amendments thereto, and had di- 


rected him to report the same to the House, and 

recommend a concurrence in some and a non-con- 

currence in others. 

_Mr. BAYLY demanded the previous ques- 

tion. 
The previous question having received a second, 

the main question was ordered; which main ques- 


tion was on agreeing to the first Senate amend- | 


ment. The Clerk would report the amendments, 


Mr. BURT said that all the amendments had | 


been read in Committee of the Whole, and, in 
order to save time, unless a separate vote were de- 
sired on any amendment, he would suggest that 
the question be taken on agreeing to the report of 
the committee. 


The SPEAKER stated that that could be done | 


by unanimous consent. 
No objection was made. 
So the question was taken on agreeing with the 


report of the committee, and decided in the affirm- | 


ative. 


So the report of the committee was agreed to, | 


and the amendments concurred in. 
MOUNTED RIFLEMEN. 


Mr. BURT asked unanimous consent to enable | 


him to move that the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union be discharged froin the fur- 
ther consideration of House bill No. 463, being “*A 
bill to authorize one regiment of infantry to be 
converted into an additional regiment of mounted 
rifles, and for other purposes.’’ The bill (he said) 
made no appropriation, and was one that, in his 
opinion, was absolutely indispensable to the Army. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, objected. There 


was, he said, an appropriation bill (the light-house | 


bill) sull unacted on, and it was very important 
that it should be passed speedily. 
disposed of, he would have no objection to this bill 
being taken up. 

Mr. BURT moved to suspend the rules. 

Mr. STEPHENS demanded tellers; and they 
were ordered. 

And the question being taken, (Messrs. Sweet- 
ser, and Kine of Rhode Island, acting,) it was 
decided in the affirmative—ayes 106, noes not 
counted. 

So the rules were suspended. 


When it was | 


The question was next upon discharging the | 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
from the further consideration of the bill, and, 
being taken, it was decided in the affirmative. 

The question recurred upon ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. BURT. If I can obtain the attention of 
the House for five minutes, I believe I shall not 
occupy itmore. The first section of this bill pro- 


o8es to convert one of the reziments of infantry | 


into an additional regiment of mounted rifles. | 
had occasion to offer some views to the House 
upon this subject some days ago. 
of the frontier requires an additional force of 
mounted troops, and this is the cheapest proposi- 
tion that we could devise, viz: to convert one regi- 
ment of infantry into an additional regiment of 
mounted rifles. 
| War and the Commander-in-Chief in relation to 


thing that can be done under existing cireum- 
stances. Another section of the bill proposes to 


The defence | 


} 
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diseretion of the Secretary of War? He thoy “ 
that this legislating to give a contract to particul . 
individuals was wrong. Bie 

Mr. BURT waid that he agreed with the gentle 
man from Georgia, but the Committee on M; : 
Affairs thought otherwise. 

Mr. JONES asked the gentleman from Sout} 
Carolina to withdraw the demand for the netvicns 
question for a moment, so as to enable him to 
offer an amendment to the bill with reference to 
these arms. 

Mr. BURT withdrew the denffind for th 
vious question. 

Mr. B. then moved to amend the bill by striking 
out the words ‘repeating rifles,’’ and insertine 
** breach-loading rifles”’ in lieu thereof. . 

Mr. JONES moved to amend the bill by strikine 
out the proviso in relation to the kind of arms. ~ 

Mr. BURT demanded the previous question. 

The previous question received a second, and 
the main question was ordered; which main ques- 


Military 


e pre- 


tion was first upon Mr. Jones’s amendment. 


The questions were then severally taken, and the 
amendments of Mr. Burt and Mr. Jones were 
agreed to. 

And the question recurring on ordering the bij} 
to be engrossed and read a third time, it was taken, 
and decided in the affirmative. 

So the bill was read a third time, and subse- 
quently passed. 

Mr. BURT moved to reconsider the vote |yy 
which the bill was passed, and to lay the motion 
to reconsider upon the table; which latter motion 


| was agreed to. 


On motion by Mr. BURT, by unanimous con- 
sent, 1t was 

Ordered, That the sixteenth joint rule of the two Houses 
be suspended so far as relates to the said bill, No. 463, and 


that the Clerk request the concurrence of the Senate in 
suspending tlre same. 


PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 


Mr. FULLER, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to whom was referred the subject-matter of 
printing extra numbers of the Patent Office report, 
made a report thereon, accompanied by the follow- 
ing resolution, viz: 


Resolved, That one hundred thousand copies of the Ag- 
ricultural part, and twenty-five thousand of the Mechanical 
pert of the Patent Office report be printed for the use of the 
House, and five thousand additional copies for the use of 
the Patent Office; and the two parts to be bound in separ- 
ate volumes. 

Resolved. That the Commissioner of Patents be allowed 
the privilege of adding to the Agricultural part of his report 
for 1850, before if is printed, such census statistics as may 
be of general interest, 


Mr. FULLER said that the Committee on 
Printing had discussed the matter, and had agreed 
to recommend that the same number of the agri- 


_ cultural part and half of the number of the mechan- 
| ical part should be printed, as compared with the 


I have consulted the Secretary of | 


repeal the act of 1850 authorizing the mounting of || 


the infantry on the frontier. 
|| poses that as the frontier is so remote from the 
old States, that the term of enlistment may be ex- 
| tended to ten years. Everybody knows that the 
term of enlistment now is five years. This pro- 
poses so to alter it as that they may be enlisted for 
a term not exceeding ten nor less than five years. 
Every military man that I have heard speak on 


The fourth section proposes to disband the com- 


»any of sappers and miners that was authorized 
in 1846. 


| application of General 


|| his march to Corpus Christi. 


in time of peace, and the proposition is to dis- 
i! ‘ 
|| band it. 


, concluded by moying the previous question. 
_ Mr. TOOMBS inquired why a particular kind 
of rifle was mentioned? Why not leave it to the 





Another section pro- | 


the subject approves of that section of the bill. || 


number printed last year. He hoped that resolu- 
tion would now be put on its passage. He moved 
the previous question. 

Mr. PHELPS hoped the gentleman would 
withdraw his demand for the previous question, 
as he wished to make a remark. 

The SPEAKER stated that all debate was out 


; | of order. 
this matter, and they approve of this, as the best | 


Mr. PHELPS wished to inquire the cost of the 


| Patent Oflice report—whether it was fifty per cent. 


off the cost of 1819? 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered, which man question 
was on agreeing to the resolution. 

The question being taken, the resolution was 
agreed to. 

Mr. FULLER moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the House had agreed to the resolution, 


_and to lay the motion to reconsider on the table; 


- After some conversation with Mr. Means, | 
which the Reporter was unable to catch, Mr. Burt || 


rat company was authorized on the || 
Taylor, then in command || 
of the army on the Rio Grande, or rather before | 


It is not necessary | 


which latter motion was agreed to. 


LIGHT-HOUSE BILL. 

Mr. GRINNELL moved that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, to take up for consideration the light-house 
appropriation bill. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, demanded tellers. 
Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Seppon and 
Tuck appointed; and the question, being taken, 
was decided in the affirmative—ayes 100, noes 
not counted. 

So the rules were suspended. . 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Com- 
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mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


Mr. Strona in the chair.) 

\“on motion by Mr. GRINNELL, the committee 
took up the consideration, of House bill 297, being 
an act making appropriations for light-houses. 


Mr. G. stated that he was instructed by the | 


1] 
| 

| 
| 


Sec.2. And beit further enacted, That if such personas \] 


| the Secretary of the Treasury shall designate, shall reportin | 


| any of the cases herein provided for, that preliminary surveys 


Committee on Commerce to report a substitute | 


for the bill. 
~ The Cierx then read the original bill. 

The Crerk then reported the substitute offered 
by the Committee on Commerce, as follows: 


Re it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
¢ the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
fhat the following appropriations be, and the same are 
hereby, made and directed to be paid out of any money in 
the T'reasury not otherwise appropriated, to enable the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to carry the provisions of this act 
into effect: Provided, however, If a good title to any land 
which it may be necessary to use cannot be obtained on 
reasonable terms, Or the exclusive right to such land cannot 
be acquired by cession, when the interest of the United 
States demands it, before the appropriation would by law 
fall into the surplus fund, in any and all such cases, the ap- 
priations shall be applicable to the objects for which they 
are made, at any time within two years after the first meet- 
ing of the Legislature, in any State wherein such land may 
be situated, subsequent to the passage of this act, to wit: 

MAINE. 


are necessary to determine the site of a proposed light- house 
or light-boat, beacon, or buoy, or to ascertain more fully 
what the public exigency demands, the Secretary uf the 
Treasury shall thereupon direct the Superintendent of the 
Survey of the Coast of the United States to perform such 
duty on the seaboard, and the Colonel of the Corps of ‘Top- 


|| ographical Engineers to perform such duty on the north- 


western lakes. 


Sec. 3. and be it further enacted, That the officers so 
directed shall forthwith enter upon the discharge of the 


| duty, and, after fully ascertaining the facts, shall report: 
| First, whether the proposed facility to navigation is the 


most suitable for the exigency which exists; and second, 


| where it should be placed if the interests of commerce de- 


For buoys on White’s and Thorn’s Ledges, and on Pond | 


Island Reef, at the mouth of the Kennebec river, $300. 


For a light-house on Pond Island, atthe entrance of Nar- | 


raguagus Bay, 34,000. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

For a light-boat on the Shovelfull shoal, off Chatham, 
g12,500. 

For eleven buoys in the channel to Commercial Point 
and Nepouset river, in Dorchester, 31,000. 

For a light-house at the head of Holmes’s Hole harbor, 
93,500, 

For a beacon on Fawn bar, near Deer Island, Boston har- 
bor, $2,500. 

For two iron spindles on the northeast ledge of the 
Graves, and on Harding’s Ledge, Boston harbor, $2,000. 

RHODE ISLAND. 
For a light-boat off Brinton’s Reef, $15,000. 
CONNECTICUT. 

For a can buoy on Pea Field’s Reef, off Black Rock har- 
bor, Long [sland Sound, in addition to a former appropria- 
tion in the act of September, 1850, $135. 

NEW YORK. 

For a light-house on Flynn’s Knoll, near Sandy Hook, 
$30,009. 

For a light-house on Horse-shoe Reef, Niagara river, 
$25,000, in addition to the former appropriation. 

For a light- house on the pier at the mouth of Sodus Bay, 


and the removal of the beacon light on said pier to Grassy | 


Point, near Port Glasgow, $6,000. 

For alight-house on the northern extremity of Gardiner’s 
Island, $6,000. 

For a beacon on the Sandspit, iu the harbor of Sag Har- 
bor, $700. 


For the completion of two beacons near Fort Hamilton, | 


$2,000. 
For four spar buoys at Fire Island inlet, $309. 
MARYLAND. 


For a light-house at Fishing Battery, Chesapeake Bay, 


$5,000. 

For a light-house on the Bodkin Shoal, mouth of the 
Patapsco river, in addition to the former appropriation, 
$17,000; when this is completed, the present light on Bodkin 
Point to be discontinued. 


NEW JERSEY. 
For a fog-bell at the Newark light-house, $250. 
For completion of the beacon in Passaic river, four spar 


buoys inthe same, a spar buoy at Mill Rock, and a beacon | 


at the corner stake near Elizabethtown Point, #800. 


NORTH CAROLINA. 
For a buoy on Middle Ground Shoal, Beaufort harbor, 
$200. 

For a light-house on Beacon Island, $6,000. 

For a light-boat near Ocracoke channel, $15,000. 

For an iron buoy on Diamond Shoal, off Cape Hatteras, 


For a floating bell beacon on Cape Hatteras, outer shoal, 
$8,000 
$8,000. 


For a light-house on the upper Jitter in Cape Fear river, 


including a bridge from the shore to the light-house, | 


$13,000. 


OHIO. ; 

For a light-house on Rock or Mouse Island, Lake Erie, 
§5,000. 

For a light-house on Green Island, Lake Erie, 25,000. 


| commissioners of light-houses. 


mand it; third, if the thing proposed be not the most suita- 
ble, whether it is expedient to make any other kind of im 
provement; fgurth, whether the proposed light has any 
connection with other lights, and if so, whether itcannot be 
se located as to subserve both the general and local wants 
of trade and navigation ; and fifth, whether there be any, 
and if any, what other facts of importance touching the 
subject. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That all such reports 
shall, as speedily as may be, be laid before the Secretary of 
the Treasury, and if such as to authorize the work without 
further legislation, he shall forthwith proceed with it, other 
wise such reports shall be laid before Congress at the next 
ensuing session ; but in all cases where the person designa 
ted by the Secretary of the Treasury, under the second see 
tion of this act, does not report such preliminary examina- 
tion as expedient, the provisions of this act shall without 
delay be carried into exeeution. 

Sec. 5. nd beit further enacted, That the salary of the 
keeper of the Minot’s Ledge light, shati hereafter be at the 
rate of $1,000 per annum, and the assistants, $550 per an- 
num. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That in case it should 
be impossible, in the opinion of tiie Colonel of the Topo 
graphical Corps, to obtain a perfect title to the necessary 
jland upon which to build the light-house heretofore ordered 
to be built at the mouth of the Calumet river, on Lake 
Michigan, said land shall be appraised by three disinter- 
ested persons under oath, and the light-house shall imme 
diately be built, and the appraised value of said land shall 
be paid to any person who shall make to the United States 
what the Attorney General shall consider a perfect title 
thereto. 


Mr. HALL observed that the act provided that 
the collectors shall be superintendents of light- 


| houses, and shall receive the compensation allowed 


by the act of 1849. He wished to inquire of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts why the committee 
went to that act to fix the compensation of these 
officers ? 

Mr. GRINNELL said that there was no pro- 
vision whatever for the salaries of superintendents 
of light-houses. It provided only that they should 
receive the same commission as was granted prior 
to the act of 1849. 

Mr. HALL said, that was not his question. He 


| wished to know why they should go back to 1849 
| to ascertain the amount he should be paid? 


Mr. BAYLY. 


I only desire to answer the gen- 


| tleman from Missouri. When the civil and diplo- 
| matic appropriation bill was passed in 1849, we 


enacted that where collectors were superintend- 
ents of light-houses, and their salaries exceed 
$2,500, they should receive no compensation as 


At the present 
session the law was reiterated in the civil and dip- 


| lomatic bill. 


Cries of ‘* Question !’’ ‘* question!” 

Mr. EVANS said: Iintend to address the com- 
mittee about ten minutes, not on this subject, but 
on the general condition of the light-house system 
of the United States, which I say, from some in- 


' vestigation into the subject, requires looking into. 


We have been using in this country for several 
years, a system that has been superseded else- 
where by more refined and appropriate methods. 
We are still engaged in using a system which the 
oS 5 . ; 
gentleman from Massachusetts himself knows is 


| a more imperfect system of lighting than an 


For a beacon light on Cedar Point, as a range to enter | 


Sandusky Bay, $500. : 
For buoys at the entrance of Port Clinton, Lake Erie, 
$250. 
MICHIGAN. 
For a Jight-house at Bailey’s Harbor, $5,000, 
FLORIDA. 
For buoys at the entrance of Mosquito Harbor, $500. 
OREGON. 
For a light-house and fog signal at Umpqua, $15,000. 
For fog signals for the light-houses at Cape Disappoint- 
ment, Cape Fiattery, and New Dungenniss, $3,000. 
For buoys at the mouth of Umpqua river, $2,000. 
CALIFORNIA. ‘ 
For a light-house at Humboldt harbor, $15,000. 
TEXAS. 
For a light-house at Aransas Pass, $12,500. 
For three light-houses of the third class at Half Moon 


; 


eats Bar, and at Clopper’s Bar, Galveston Bay, | 


i 
| 


I 


other system in use in any other part of the world. 
In France, England, Scotland, Belgium, and in 
Denmark, the method of lighting now in use 
casts totally into the shade the imperfect kind of 
reflectors employed in the United States of Amer- 
ica. The reflectors made in the United States are 


| not made on a principle; they are not made or 


placed in the light-houses by those who under- 
stand them, but they are placed there in the na- 
ture of jobs. They are not even superintended 
by persons who know anything in connection with 
the subject. It is not my purpose to detain the 


| committee long, nor would I do so at all were it 


_ not that I regard this as a very important subject, 
_ and that a saving is to be made 


by the system that 
I propose. Icall the attention of the committee 
tothe fact, thar according to the estimates fur- 
nished by the Treasury Depariasnt, that light- 
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houses now in the course of erection call fer re- 
pairs in the mason work even before they are put 
up, to the amount of four thousand or five thousand 
dollars. 

The superintendent of light-houses tells us in 
his report, that the muriatic acid contained in the 
atmosphere destroyed the masonry. ‘That officer 
I believe to be a conscientious and honest man, 
and that he believes that the system he superin- 
tends is the best, although, as I have said, it has long 
been out of vorue with all the civilized world else- 
where. I do not believe that 
the atmosph: has this The mortar is 
badly aaa and the light-houses are put up with- 
out any competent person to superintend their con- 
struction.” It is true, as the centleman from Vir- 
vinia [Mr. Barty] has told us, that the collector 
of customs is paid to superintend these light-houses, 
but he scarcely goes near them once a year, and 
there is no engineer appointed to superintend 
their erection. The great fault is, that there is 
really no efficient superintendence; the mortar is 
badly made, being composed chiefly of sand, and, 
asa consequence, the erections are not such as are 
likely to be durable. You are required to expend 
some $4,000 to repair these light-houses before they 
are completed, when, for one tenth of that sum, 
you could thoroughly repair an ordinary country 
residence. 

Now let us see how the licht-house system of 
other nations is carried on. I am nottalking with- 
outdata. I can show that we can save one fourth 
In reference to 
our system, the reports are made by persons in the 
employ of the contractor, who are sent round ina 
small schooner to deliver the oi!. In respect to the 
amount of oil used in the light-houses according to 
our system, I may remark, that atleast four times 
the amount is used, than in the system in use in 
other civilized countries, at the same time that our 
light is far from being so brillia 

Now, sir, 1 will ask the Clerk to read this let- 
ter; a letter from a gentleman of some experience 
in the matter of light-houses, and one whose opin- 
ion is worthy of some consideration. In it the 


the muriatic acid in 
effect. 


‘honorable gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 


| met with no favor, much to my chagrin. 


GrRINNELL] makes a between the 
American and French system, giving the superior- 
ity to the former. 

Extract from a letter from Hon. Joseph Grin- 
nell, of New Bedford, February 14, 1838: 

** Yours, relative to the comparative merits of the Eng- 
lish and French light-houses with our own, was duly re- 
ceived, and have no hesitation in saying that the English 
are superior to ours, Owing to the form of the reflectors ; 
and that the French are superior to the English, in conse- 
quence of the construction of the lamps with concentric 
burners or sockets, and the use of lenses. When in Eng- 
land, I visited the Trinity House, and acquired all the in- 
formation IL could of their lamps. procured one of 
their reflectors and sent it home, which I presume is here. 
I was informed by the gentleman who superintended the 
English light-houses, that a commissioner had visited 
France to examine their lights, and returned convinced 
that they were far superior, that they had erected one, and 
were about to erect others, on the French system. At 
Havre I visited the lights, found them on the same plan as 
the English ; the new lenses and lainps having been put im 
use at Bordeaux, and a few other important points. Aft 
Paris | fortunately made the acquaintance of Mr. Tresnel, 
son of the inventor of the new lamps and lenses, an engi- 
neer, who was so liberal as to furnish me the printed re- 
ports and drawings on this subject; also the ee 
drawings for the lamps and lenses at Toulon, which he 
just then completed. He also had a lamp of the first ordar 
containing three concentric burners, with the lenses, fi 
up and lighted formy inspection. It was the most brilliant 
light Lever saw. L wasinformed shat the light at Bordeanz 
had been frequently seen from mast-head, thirty miles, 
These drawings I sent home, and have them now. They 
were exhibited to Mr. Pleasonton, at Washington, superia- 
tendent of lights, with a proposal to import a lamp and 
lenses from France, which would cost #150 or #200; but 
] thought the in- 
formation valuable, and had indulged aes anticipa- 
tion of benefiting our country, but the officers of Govern- 
ment appeared to have other occupation than listening to 
improvements of this character. As to the comparative 
merits of our lights and those of other countries, | should 
think the masters of the packets could give clear and de- 
cided evidence.”’ 


Now, sir, you have heard that letter read; and 
you will perceive that Mr. Grinnell gives the su- 
eriority to the French system over our owns 
he French system is one that enables you to see 
the light before you come up to the horizon—a 
system by which one lamp answers the purpose of 
the fifteen or twenty lamps used in your system— 
a system that consumes but one fourth of the oil, 
aka not cost one fifth the expense of maim- 


comparison 


&c.; 


| taining the American system. 


I want that the Secretary of the Navy should be 
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authorized to adopt this system. And with re- | Mr. GRINNELL then submitted the following 


. } . ° 2 5 
spect to the fact that I have already mentioned, that | resolution, which was agreed to, viz: 
Resolved, That the five minutes rule be suspended for 


we have frequently to pay now $4,000 for repairs 
j the balance of the session, so far as relates to the bill of the 


before a light-house 18 completed, I would have the ‘ N | ; , 
construction of our light-houses placed under the re a appropriation for light houses, light-boats, 
uoys, &c. ° 


direction of the Engineer’s Department, and placed : 

in charge of competent bt te oy who shall a Mr. MASON asked leave to introduce a reso- 

no additional compensation for their services, over lution for paying members of Congress who were 

and above the amount of their pay as officers. | detained by sickness or otherwise, 

Mr. GRINNELL. I will state to the gentle- || Mr. CARTTER objected. 

man from Maryland, that in every instance in On motion by Mr. GRINNELL, the rules were 

which the erection of light-houses has been placed suspended, an the House again resolved itself 

under the superintendence of the Topographical into Committee of the Whole on the light-house 

Bureau, the cost has been one third greater than | bill. : ; 

when the work has been done under the superin- || The question now being upon the amendment 

tendence and directions of the Secretary’ of the | of the gentleman from Maryland, |Mr.Evans,] 
Mr. GRINNELL said he wished to offer an 


Treasury. 
Mr. EVANS. I have never had any intention 
of placing the erection of these light-houses under 
the direction of the Topographical Bureau. There 
are only thirty-one lights in all America, and yetthe 
annual cost of their maintenance is at least $90,000. 
I krrow that it is unfashionable to get up and ex- 
pose abuses, but my object is to get rid of an | 
inefficient system and to establish a system that || 
has been elsewhere preferred to ours. — 
I have taken some pains to investigate this sub- | 9, : : 
ject. My investigation was brought about in this Lhe question was then taken upon Mr. Grin- 
‘way: I walked into a bookstore some time ago, |; NELL’S amendment as amended, and it was agreed 
and I took wp atreatise on light-houses, and I read || “- 2 Sts ; 
that treatise, and my attention was thus called to Mr. GRINNELL now wished to move the 
the lens system of Europe, a system which has amendment which he had asked to introduce some 
there su verseded our reflector system. I went from ume ago. 7 It was, that the fifth section of the sub- 
one book to another, and from one thing to another, stitute which provides that collectors of customs 
and made my own investigations, without being | shall be superintendents of light-houses, and shall 
talked to on the subject by anybody. I intended | Tece!ve compensation therefor, be stricken out. 
to have said something on the subject when the The question was taken, and the amendment 
civil and diplomatic bill was before the House, but | W"S agreed to. 


The CHAIRMAN said no amendment would 


posed of. 

Mr. WHITE asked if a substitute to that 
amendment was in order ? 

The CHAIRMAN replied in the negative. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Evans’s 
amendment, and it was agreed to—ayes 68, noes 


rise and report the bill. 
The motion was avreed to. 
The committee accordingly rose,and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the chairman reported 
| that the committee have, according to order, had 
under consideration the Union generally, and par- 
| ticularly the light-house bill, and had instructed 
him to report the same with one amendment. 
| Mr. GRINNELEL moved the previous ques: 
| tion; which was seconded, and the main question 
— was on agreeing to the amendment) or- 
ered. 
The question was taken, and the amendment 
was adopted. 


for detaining the House atthe presenttime. Iam 
sure that a great saving aaah be effected by the 
adoption of the lens system, and that the public 
interest would be in every way subserved. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, was understood 
to say that the Secretary of the Navy had the power 
to adopt this system without any law specially 
passed to authorize him. 

Mr. EVANS. The Secretary of the Navy has 
not exercised that power, because he does not be- 
lieve that he possesses it; and | would therefore 
specifically give him this power. 

Mr. E. concluded by offering the following | 
amendment: 

Sec. 7. And be i ¢ re i , ; ; 
new light eect ' ight cecsiiliagaaeanaiet eka be engrossed and read a third tine, it was put and 
apparatus, and in all light-houses as yet unsupplied with || carried in the affirmative, and the bill was read a 


illuminating apparatus, the lens or fresnel system shall be || third time. 


adopted, if, in the opinion of the Secretary of the Treasury, || ‘The question now being, ‘‘ Shall the bill pass?” 
the public interest will be subserved thereby. : me 7 = 
| 


Sxc. 8. nd be it further enacted, That the Secretary of || t Was taken and carried in the affirmative. 
the ‘T'reasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and required So the bill passed. 


te cause a board to be convened at as early a day as maybe || Mr. GRINNELL moved to reconsider the vote 


racticable after the passage ef this act, to be composed of || ; So : mds - 
fe atheces of the wavy of high rank, two efiean of Engi- at taken by which the bill passed, and moved to 
neers of the Army, and such civil officer of high scientific || lay the motion to reconsider on the table; which 
Attainments as may be under the orders, or at the disposi- || latter motion was agreed to. 
tion of the Treasury Department, and a junior officer of the On motion by Mr. GRINNELL by unanimous 
Navy to act as secretary to said board, whose duty it shall onsent. it was > 
bepunder instructions from the Treasury Department, to in- COU “ 
quire into the cendition of the light-house establishment of Ordered, That the sixteenth joint rule of the two Houses 
the United States, and make a general detailed report and || be suspended, so far as relates to the said bill, (light-house 
programme to guide legislation in extending and improving || bill,) and that the Clerk request the concurrence of the 
our present system of construction, illumination, inspection || Senate in suspending the same. 
and superintendence: Provided, That no additional com- 
pensation shall be allowed any person serving on said board. . . : 
Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the President be, | Carolina, by unanimous consent, it was 

and he is hereby, required to cause to be detailed from Ordered, That leave be granted for the withdrawal from 
the Engineer Corps of the Army, from time to time, such || the files of the House of the papers in the cases of Isaac 
officers as may be necessary to superintend the construction Marshall, Alexander Davidson, and John H. McKee. 


and renovating of light-houses. ; 
Mr. WHITE desired to of hati f Mr. CLINGMAN, by unanimous consent, 
é « Gesired to ober a sudstitute for | offered the following resolution: 


the amendment. 1. Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed t 
. " 5 ; . Resolve Secretary o irected to re- 
The CHAIRMAN said it would not be in order. port to this House, the second Monday in December next, 


Mr. STANLY moved that the committee rise, || on the subject of the land defences of the country, in which 
with the view to stop debate. he will review the general system adopted after the war 
The motion was agreed to | with Great Britain, and since pursued, in regard to the per- 

g . 


’ . . manent fortifications then deemed necessary for the na 
The committee accordingly rose, and the Speak- |) tional defence ; and that he report whether the general plan 


er having resumed the chair, the chairman re- || may not now be essentially modified by reducing the nam- 
ported progress. ber of works proposed to be erected, and by abandoning 


: some of the forts now in progress of construction. 
On motion by Mr. GRINNELL, the usual | 9. Resolved, That the Secretary of War also report the 
resolution was adopted to close debate on said bill | number of fortifications which have been built, including 


in one minute after the House shall have again | those nearly completed, under the general system ; the num- 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on |, bet in ee be of we met Pepey and the nuinber not yet 
the state of the Union. commenced, but proposed to be erected, and in such form 


, als as will conveniently show the States and Territories j 
Mr. GRINNELL moved to suspend the rules, J be located ; when 








The motion was agreed to, and the rules were 
suspended—ayes 93 noes 26. 


and the sums yet required to finish or construct, as the case 
may be, each work respectively. 


| be in order until the pending amendment was dis- | 


the debate was stopped, and this is my apology Mr. GRINNELL moved that the committee | 
| 
| 
| 
| The question now being on or‘ering the bill to. 


On motion by Mr. CALDWELL, of North | 


L which the several forts are situated, or to be located ; when | 
to enable him to move a resolution to suspend the || the work was commenced, when completed, or expected | 
five minutes rule. | to be finished ; the number and calibre of the guns mounted, | 
or to be mounted ; the estimated cost, the amount expended, | 


| Mr. MARSHALL objected to the resolution 
| The SPEAKER said it was too late. F 
| Mr. CLINGMAN demanded the 
| question; which received a second, and A 
' question was ordered to be put. 
The question was then taken upon agreeing to 
the resolution, and carried in the affirmative. ~ 
So the resolution was adopted. 
Mr. CLINGMAN mealies reconsider the vote 
just taken by which the resolution was adopted 
and moved to lay the motion to reconsider on tie 
table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


RECESS. 


Mr. SCHENCK desired to move that the 
House take a recess from half past three 0’ elock 


previous 
1€ Maly 


| till five o’clock. He moved to suspend the rules 
amendment to come in prior to that now pending. | 


in order to test the sense of the House. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved to 
strike out **five’’ and insert “ six o’clock.”’ 

The SPEAKER said that motion would not be 
in order until the rules were suspended. 

The question was then taken and the rules were 
suspended. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved that the House take q 
recess from half past three o’clock until six 0’clock, 

‘The motion was agreed to. 


CONSTRUCTIVE MILEAGE. 


Mr. FITCH said he understood there was a bij}! 
| upon the Speaker’s table from the Senate prohib- 
itmg eonstructive mileage. He moved that the 
| rules be suspended in order to take it up. 

The question was taken and the rules were sus- 
pended. 

The House then proceeded to consider the bil! 
of the Senate entitled “ An act to amend an act 
entitled ‘An act allowing compensation to the mem- 
bers of the Senate, members of the House of Rep- 
| resentatives of the United States, and to the Dele- 
gates of the Territories, and repealing all other 
laws on that subject.’ ”’ 

The bill having received a first and second read- 
ing by its title, 

Mr. FITCH demanded the previous question; 
which received a second, and the main question 
was ordered. 

The question now was on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed and read a third time, it was put and 
agreed to; and the bill was read a third time. 

The question now being, Shall the bill pass? 

Mr. FITCH demanded the previous question; 
‘|| which was seconded; and under the operation 
thereof the bill was passed. 

Mr. F. moved to reconsider the vote just taken, 
and to lay that motion on the table; which latter 
motion was agreed to. 


LIABILITY OF SHIP-OWNERS. 
On motion by Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, the 


rules having been supended for the purpose, the 
bill entitled ‘* An act to limit the inability of ship- 
owners, and for other purposes,’” was taken from 
the Speaker’s table, and read a first and second time. 

Mr. McL. enumerated, and explained the differ- 
ent sections of the bill. He said that the bill had 
been adopted in the Senate. The-clause which ap- 
plied to inland navigation was stricken out, because 
no memorial had come up from those engaged in 
the inland trade asking for a modification. He 
asked the previous question on the passage of the 
bill. 

Mr. DUER said he desired to move an amend- 
ment to the bill, and remarked that if it would en- 
danger the passage of the bill, he would withdraw 
it. 

Mr. McLANE objected. He demanded the 
previous question. 

Mr. SWEETSER demanded tellers on the sec- 
ond; which were ordered, and Messrs. Rose and 
SWEETSER were appointed. 

Mr. MEADE asked if it would be in order at 
this time to move to commit the bill to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary ? 

The SPEAKER stated, that ifthe previous ques- 
tion was not seconded, or if it was seconded and 
the main question be not ordered, it would then be 
in order to move to commit the bill to any commit- 
tee whatever. 

The question was then taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 84, noes 33. : , 

So the demand for the previous question received 
|| a second. : 
Mr. ORR said the bill proposed some radical 
) changes in the existing laws. He moved to lay 
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veas and nays. 
‘They were not, however, ordered. 

The question was then taken, and the House re- 
seed to lay the bill on the table. 
fuse * = . . . 

Mr. MEADE asked if it was not in order to 
move to commit the bill? 

" The SPEAKER said that such a motion would 
he in order. ' 

Mr. MEADE then moved to refer the bill to 
che Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BURT thought it was not in order to com- 
mit the bill. 7 ; 

The SPEAKER said he had no hesitation in de- 
siding that it was in order, 

Mr. McLANE appealed from that decision. 

Mr. BAYLY asked if the previous question had 

een sustained ? 

The SPEAKER said the previous question had 
heen seconded, but the main question had not been 
ordered. . P : a 

The question now being, ‘* Shall the decision of 
the Chair stand as the judgment of the House?’’ 

Mr. RICHARDSON demanded tellers; which 
were ordered; and Messrs. Rose and Oxps ap- 
nointed. 

' The question was then taken,and the tellers 
reported 23 in the affirmative; noes not counted, 

So the decision of the Chair was not sustained 
hy the House. 

‘The main question was ordered to be put. 

The question was then taken on ordering the 
bill to be engrossed and read a third time, and car- 
ried in the affirmative. 

The bill was read a third time. 

Mr. RICHARDSON demanded the yeas and 
nays on the passage of the bill; but they were not 
ordered. 

Mr. STANLY moved the previous question. 

The question was taken, and the demand for 
the previous question received a second. 

Mr. MEADE moved to lay the bill on the table. 

Mr. McMULLEN on that question demanded 
the yeas and nays; which were ordered. The 
question being taken, resulted—yeas 80, nays 103 
—as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Beale, 
Bell, Bingham, Bowdon, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Joseph 
Cable, George A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Campbell, 
Cleveland, Daniel, Danner, Dimmick, Disney, Dunham, 
Edmundson, Featherston, Fitch, Gilbert, Green, Hall, Ham- 
iton, Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, [sham G. Harris, 
Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Haymond, Hib- 
bard, Hoagland, Holladay, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Joseph 
W. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, Job Mann, Marshall, Ma- 
son, McClernand, McDonald, McDowell, Finis E. McLean, 
McMullen, McQueen, Meade, John K. Miller, Millson, 
Morris, Morrison, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, 
Penn, Potter, Powell, Richardson, Root, Ross, Seddon, 
Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob ‘Thompson, James Thompson, 
Van Dyke, Waldo, Wallace, Wellborn, Wildrick, Wood- 
ward, and Young—80. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Andrews, Bayly, 
Bennett, Bissell, Bokee, Booth, Bowie, Bowlin, Breck, 
Briggs, Brisbin, Brooks, Burrows, E. Carrington Cabell, 
Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Con- 
ger, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Doty, Duer, 
Dunean, Eliot, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Ewing, 
Fowler, Fuller, Gentry, Gerry, Giddings, Gilmore, Goode- 
now, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hay, Hebard, Hen- 
ty, Holmes, Howe, Hunter, William T’. Jackson, Kerr, 
George G. King, James G. King, John A. King, Leffler, 
Levin, Littlefield, Horace Mann, Matteson, McGaughey, 
McKissock, Robert M. McLane, Meacham, Moore, Nel- 
son, Ogle, Otis, Owen, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Rey- 
nolds, Risley, Robbins, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, 
Sawtelle, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, 
Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Stetson, 
Strong, Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, Toombs, 
Tuek, { nderbill, Vinton, Walden, Watkins, Wentworth, 
White, Williams, and Wright—103. 

; So the House refused to lay the bill on the ta- 
ble, and ordered the main question to be put. 

_ The question now being ‘‘ Shall the bill pass?’’ 
it was taken and carried in the affirmative, and 
the bill was passed. 

_ Mr. McLANE moved to reconsider the vote 
just taken, by which the bill passed, and to lay 
that motion on the table; which latter motion was 
agreed to. 


LAND TITLES IN CALIFORNIA. 
Mr. BOWLIN asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to take up from the Speaker’s table 
Senate bill No. 346, entitled ** An act to ascertain 


and settle the private land claims in the State of 
California.” 


Mr. CARTTER objected. 

Mr. BOWLIN moved to suspend the rules for 
that purpose. 

Mr. WHITE demanded tellers; which were 


' 


appointed. ‘The question was taken, and the tell- 
ers reported—ayes 92, noes 42. 

So the rules were suspended, 

The bill was read the first and second time by 
its title, when 

Mr. BOWLIWN said: As he desired to put the 
bill on its passage, he would ask the indulgence of 
the House to say a few words in relation to it. It 
was a Senate bill, and he would venture to say that 


| that House had not passed a bill for ten years that 


| came to that House. 
| was as nearly perfect as it could be. 


had been so fully and thoroughly discussed and 
investigated as that bill was in the Senate before it 
He believed that the bill 
It was a bill 
of vital importance in settling the California land 
titles, and to distinguish between the lands that be- 
long to individuals and the publicdomain. It was 
absolutely necessary to the people of California, 


| as well as the United States, that a line of de- 


markation should be fixed in the matter of titles 
of lands. ‘That bill puts every title in California 
to a fair and legitimate test of its validity. He 
had no time to explain its provisions, and they 
should have to take it upon trust—upon the faith 
of its having received a rigid and thorough ¢xam- 
ination in the Senate. That body had given a 
great deal of time to it, and it had been fought at 
every step until it finally passed the Senate as 
nearly perfect as it could be. He asked that the 
bill be read a third time and put it upon its pas- 
sage, and he moved the previous question. 

Mr. VENABLE appealed to the gentleman from 
Missouri [Mr. Bow] to withdraw his demand 
for the previous question for a moment. 

Mr. BOWLIN refused. 

Mr. VENABLE then moved to lay the bill on 
the table. 

The question was taken, and the House re- 
fused to lay the bill on the table. 

The question was taken, and the previous ques- 
tion was seconded, and the main question was or- 
dered to be put. 

The question now being upon ordering the bill 
to be engrossed and read a third time, it was taken 
and carried in the affirmative, and the bill was read 
a third time. 

The question being, ** Shall the bill pass ?”’"— 
Mr. BOWLIN demanded the previous ques- 
tion; which was seconded; and the main question 


| was ordered to be put. 


Mr. CARTTER demanded the yeas and nays 
on the passage of the bill, and tellers on the yeas 
and nays; neither of which were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and the bill was 
passed. 

Mr. BOWLIN moved to reconsider the vote 
just taken by which the bill passed, and moved to 
lay that motion on the table; which latter motion 
was agreed to. 

DISTRIBUTION OF BOOKS. 

Mr. BOKEE asked the unanimous consent of 

the House to introduce a joint resolution for the 


| distribution of certain books which had heretofore 


been ordered to be printed. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, objected. 

Mr. BOKEE moved to suspend the rules; which 
motion was agreed to; and the resolution was in- 
troduced, and read, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 


the papers of Thomas Jefferson, the purchase and publica 
tion of which are provided for by the ninth and tenth para 


| graphs of the “‘ Act making appropriations for the civil and 


diplomatic expenses of the Government for the year ending 
the 30th day of June, 1849, and tor other purposes,’’ ap 

proved August 12, 1848, be distributed, when published, in 
the same manner as is provided in relation to the papers of 


| Alexander Hamilton and John Adams, by joint resolution 


at the present session of Congress. And, also, that one 


| copy of the statistics illustrating the history, present condi 


tion, and future prospects of the Indian tribes of the United 


| States, the compilation and publication of which are au- 


thorized by the fifth section of the act entitled “ An act to 
amend an act entitled ‘ An act to provide for the better or 
ganization of the Department of Indian Affairs,’ and an act 
entitled ‘ An act to regulate trade and intercourse with the 
Indian tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontiers,’ ap- 
proved June 30, 1834, and for other purposes,’’ approved 
March 3, 1847, and the act entitled “‘ An act making ap 
propriations for the current and contingent expenses of the 
Indian Department, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with 
various Indian tribes for the year ending June 30, 1851,” 
approved September 30, 1850, be distributed as often as the 


| same may be published, to each member of the Thirty-first 


Congress, whenever the same may be published and ready 
for delivery. 


The bill having received its first and second 


| reading— 
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which was seconded, and the main question or 
dered to he put, 

The resolution was then ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time. 

Mr. JONES moved to lay the resolution on the 
table; which motion was not agreed to. 

The joint resolution was then read a third time; 
and the question being, * Shall the bill pass ?”’ 

Mr. BOKEE demanded the previous question; 
which was seconded, and the main question or- 
dered to be put; and under the operation thereof 
the bill passed. 


Mr. BOKEE moved to reconsider the vote just — 


taken by which the bill passed, and to lay that 
motion on the table; which latter motion was 


agreed to. 
LOUIS KOSSUTH AND OTHERS. 
Mr. McCLERNAND asked the unanimous 


consent of the House to proceed to the considera- 
tion of a jomt resolution from the Senate for the 
relief of Louis Kossuth and his associates, exiles 
from Hungary. 

Objection by several. 

Mr. McCLERNAND moved to suspend the 
rules to enable him to make the motion. 

Mr. JONES demanded the 
which were ordered. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, suid he wished 
to know 

The SPEAKER (interrupting) said all debate 
was out of order. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, said, before he 
recorded his vote upon this resolution he demand- 
ed to hear it read. 

The resolution was read. 

The question was then taken, and 
yeas 126, nays 42—as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Anderson, An 
drews, Bayly, Beate, Bell, Bennett, Bingham, 
Booth, Bowie, Bowlin, Briggs, Brisbin, Albert G 
William J. Brown, Burrows, Butler, George A. Caldwell, 
Calvin, Campbell, Cartter, Cleveland, Clingman, Cole, 
Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Danner, Deberry, Dickey, Dim 
mick, Disney, Doty, Dunean, Durkee, Edmundson, Eliot, 
Nathan Evans, Fitch, Fowler, Freedley, Gentry, Gerry, 
Giddings, Gilmore, Goodenow, Gorman, Gott, Gould, 
Green, Grinnell, Halloway, Hamilton, Hampton, Thomas 
L. Harris, Hay, Hebard, Hoagland, Howe, Hunter, James 
L. Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Julian, Kerr, James G. 
King, John A. King, La Sére, Letfler, Levin. Job Mann, 
Mason, Matteson, MceClernand, McDowell, MeGaughey, 
McKissock, Robert M. McLane, Meacham, Meade, Moore, 
Morris, Morrison, Morton, Nelson, Ogle, Olds, Peck, Penr, 
Phenix, Pitman, Potter, Putram, Reed, Reynolds, Rich 


yeas and pays; 





resulted— 


Bissell, 


Brown, 


| ardson, Risley, Robinson, Rockwell, Rose, Ramsey, Sack 


ett, Sawtelle, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Spaulding, 
Sprague, Stanly, Richard H. Stanton, Thaddeus Stevens 
Sweetser, Taylor, James Thompson, Thurman, Tuck, Un 


| derhill, Vinton, Walden, Watkins, Wentworth, White, 


Whittlesey, Williams, and Wilmot—126. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ashe, Averett, Bowdon, Burt, EF. C. 
Cabell, Joseph Cable, Joseph P. Caldwell, Daniel, Ewing, 
Featherston, Fuller, Hall, Haralson, Sampson W. Harris, 
Haymond, Henry, Holladay, Hubbard, Jones, McQueen, 
McWillie, Millson, Morse, Orr, Otis, Outlaw, Peaslee,. 
Phelps, Powell, Ross, Seddon, Shepperd, Alexander H 
Stephens, Stetson, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Toombs, 


| Van Dyke, Waldo, Wallace, Woodward, and Young—42 


Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, who was absent 
when his name was called, desired to record his 
vote; but objection was made. 

So the rules were suspended. 

The resolution was then read the first and second 
time by its title, when 

Mr. McCLERNAND moved the preriows ones 


tion; which was seconded, and the 1 < 
was ordered to be put; and under the eravion 
thereof the resolution was ordered to | ssed; 
and being engrossed, was read the third ume. 


Mr. MeCLERN A ND mov ed the previous ques- 
tion on the passage of the bill; which was seconded, 
and the main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. HALL moved to lay the resolution on the 
table; which motion was not agreed to. 

The question now being, ** Shall the resolution 


pass?”’ it was taken, and decided in theaffirmative, 


and the resolution was passed. ; 
Mr. McCLERNAND moved to reconsider the 


vote just taken, and to lay that motion on the table; 
whi latter motion was agreed to. 


INDIGENT INSANE. 


Mr. STANLY asked the unanimous consent of 


the House to take up a bill of the Senate making 

rrants of land to the several States of the Union 

for the relief and support of the indigent insane. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, objected. 
Mr. STANLY moved to suspend the rules, for 
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the purpose of proceeding to the consideration of 
the Pi 
The yeas and nays were demanded, and or- 

dered, and the question being taken, resulted— 

yeas 108, nays 70—as follows: | 
” yEAS—Mesers. Alexander, Anderson, Andrews, Bissell, 
Bokee, Booth, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Albert G. Brown, | 
Burrows, Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, 

Cartter, Chandler, Cleveland, Clingman, Cole, Conger, | 
Corwin, Crowell, Danner, Dickey, Dixon, Doty, Duer, 
Duncan, Eliot, Fowler, Freedley, Gentry, Gilmore, 
Guodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, 
‘Thomas L. Harris, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hous- 
ton, Howe, James L. Johnson, Julian, Kaufman, Kerr, 
George G. King, James G. King, John A. King, Leffler, | 
Levin, Horace Mann, Job Mann, Matteson, McGaughey, 

MecKissock, Finis E. McLean, Meacham, Daniel F’. Miller, 

Moore, Morris, Morton, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Out- 

jaw, Peaslee, Peck, Phoenix, Pitman, Potter, Putmam, 

Reed, Reynolds, Richardson, Risley, Robinson, Rockwell, | 
Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, School 
crait, Shepperd, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Richard H. 
Stanton, Strong, Sweetser, Taylor, Underhill, Van Dyke, 
Vinton, Walden, Waldo, Watkins, Wentworth, White, 
Whittlesey, Williams, and Wright—108. 

NAYS—Messrs. Averett, Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bell, Ben- 
nett, Bingham, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Brisbin, Burt, 
Joseph Cable, George Alfred Caldwell, W. R. W. Cobb, | 
Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, 
leatherston, Fuller, Gerry, Green, Hall, Hamitton, Ham- 
mond, Haralson, Isham G. Harris, Sainpson W. Harris, | 
Hoagland, Holladay, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Jos.W. Jack- 
son, Andrew Johnson, Jones, La Sére, Littlefield, Marshall, 
Mason, McQueen, McWillie, Meade, Jolin K. Miller, Mill 
son, Morrison, Morse, Orr, Owen, Parker, Phelps, Rob- 
bins, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, Alex. H. Stephens, | 
Stetson, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, 
‘Toombs, Wallace, Wellborn, Woodward, and Young—70. 


So the rules were not suspended. 


CLERKS TO THE TREASURER OF THE MINT. 

On motion by Mr. LA SERE, by unanimous 
consent, joint resolution No. 52 of the Senate, 
changing the mode of appointing the clerks to the 
Treasurer. of the Mints of the United States, was | 
taken from the Speaker’s table, and read a first 
and second time. 

The resolution was then read the third time and | 

massed. 

Mr. LA SERE moved to reconsider the vote on 
the passage of the resolution, and to lay that mo- 
tion on the table; which latter motion was agreed | 
lo. 


LIEUTENANT GENERAL. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, said: Mr. Speak- 
er, as the House has just joined the Senate in 
paying a very high and very unusual compliment | 
to Louis Kossuth, a distinguished foreign general, 
it seems to me to be quite Lege to the occa- 
sion not to be unmindful of the just claims and 
great merits of the most illustrious living com- 
mander of our own country, if not of the world. 
] therefore move to suspend the rules, for the 
purpose of taking up the joint resolution from the 
Senate to enable the President to confer the brevet 
rank of lieutenant general upon Major General 
Winfield Scott. 

A motion was made that the House do now 
take a recess till six o’clock, 

Mr. VINTON said, if the House take a recess 
now, a call of the House would have to be taken 
before a quorum could be obtained again. 

Loud cries of ** No, no! we will be here.”’ 

Mr. VINTON objected. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, moved that the | 
rules be suspended, so as to enable him to move 
that the resolution of the Senate authorizing the | 
President to confer the tite of heutenant general 
by brevet, for eminent services, be taken from the 
Speaker’s table. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, demanded 
the yeas and nays; which were ordered; and the 
question being taken, resulted—yeas 112, nays 72— 
as follows: 

Y EFAS—Messrs. Alexander, Andrews, Ashinun, Bayly, 
Bennett, Bissell, Bocock, Bokee, Bowdon, Bowie, Breck, | 
Briggs, Brooks, Buel, Burrows, Butler, E. C. Cabell, G. | 
A. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, 
Clingman, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Dickey, Dixon, 
Duer, Duncan, Edmundson, Eliot, Nathan Evans, Freed- 
ley, Gentry, Gilbert, Gilmore, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hal- | 
loway, Hampton, Thomas L. Harris, Hay, Haymond, | 


Henry, Hoagland, Holladay Holmes, Houston, Howe, | 
William T. Jackson, James L. Johnson, Kerr, George G. 
King, James G. King, John A. King, Leffler, Levin, Mar- | 
shall, Matteson, McDonald, McDowell, McGaughey, Mc- 
Kissoek, MeMutien, Meade, Daniel F. Miller, Moore, | 
Morehead, Morris, Morton, Nelson, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, | 
Owen, Phenix, Pitman, Pumam, Reed, Risley Rockwell, i 
Rose, Ross, Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft 
Seddon, Shepperd, Spauiding, Sprague, Stanly, Richa 

H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, 
‘Taylor, Jacob Thompson, John B. Thompson, Thurman, | 


Toombs, Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke, Venable, Vinton, 
Walden, Wellborn, and White—1!2. 
NAYS—Messrs. Alston, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Beale, 


Booth, Boyd, Brisbin, Albert G. Brown, Burt, Joseph Cable, | 8T€SS to vote 


J. P. Caldwell, Cartter, Cleveland, W. R. W. Cobb, Dan- 
ner, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Durkee, Ewing, 


Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Green, Hall, Hamilton, Ham- | 
mond, Haralson, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, | 


Hibbard, Howard, Hubbard, Hunter, Joseph W. Jackson, 
Andrew Johnson, Jones, Julian, La Sére, Littlefield, Job 


| Mann, Mason, McClernand, McQueen, McWillie, John 
K. Miller, Millson, Morrison, Morse, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, | 


Penn, Phelps, Robbins, Robinson, Savage, Sawtelle, Stet- 
son, Sweetser, Thomas, James Thompson, Waldo, Wal- 
lace, Watkins, Wentworth, Wildrick, Williams, Wilmot, 
and Woodward—72. 


So the rules were not suspended. 


Mr. GORMAN said, if he had been present | 


when his name was called, he would have voted 
yea. 

On motion by Mr. BOKEE, by unanimous con- 
sent, it was ordered that the 16th joint rule of the 
two Houses be suspended, so far as relates to the 
resolution of the House relating to the distribution 


of certain books heretofore ordered to be published, | 
and that the Clerk request the concurrence of the | 


Senate in suspending the same. 
The House, at half-past three o’clock, took a 
recess. 


EVENING SESSION, 
The House met at six o’clock, p. m. 
PENSIONS. 


On motion by Mr. WALDO, by unanimous 


'| consent, the joint resolution of the House (No. 9) 


explaining the acts of 7th July, 1838, March 3, 


1843, and June 17, 1844, reported from the Senate, 


with an amendment, was taken from the Speak- 
er’s table. 

The amendment was read, and concurred in by 
the House. 


MARGARET L. WORTH. 
Mr. FEATHERSTON moved that the rules be 


suspended to enable him to make a motion to dis- 


' charge the Committee of the Whole from the fur- 


ther consideration of the Senate bill for the relief 
of Margaret L. Worth, widow of the late General 
Worth, of the Army of the United States. 

Mr. F. demanded the yeas and nays; but they 
were not ordered. 

The question being put upon the suspension of 
the rules, it was ascertained that no quorum was 
present. 

On motion by Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, 
it was ordered that there bea call of the House. 

The roll was then called, and a quorum having 
answered to their names, 


On motion by Mr. SPRONG, all further pro- || of the amendment would send the bill to the 


ceedings in the call were dispensed with, 


The question then recurring on the motion of 


Mr. Fearuenston to suspend the rules, 

Tellers weredemanded, and ordered, and Messrs. 
Levin and SAWTELLE were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 72, noes 47. 

Mr. FEATHERSTON demanded the yeas and 
nays. 

The SPEAKER decided that the yeas and nays 
had been refused once, and they could be again 
ordered. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

CIRCUIT COURTS OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

Mr. HAMPTON asked the unanimous consent 


of the House to take up from the Speaker’s table 
Senate bill 380, to change the terms of the circuit 


courts for the eastern and western districts of || 


Pennsylvania. 
Mr. JONES objected. 


Mr. HAMPTON moved that the rules be sus- | 


pended, 


The question was then taken, and the rules were | 


ae 100, noes 23. 


bill, 
Mr. HAMPTON demanded the previous ques- 


he question being on the third reading of the | 


tion; which received a second, and the main ques- | 
tion was ordered; and under the operation thereof, || 


the bill was read a third time and passed. 


Mr. HAMPTON moved to reconsider the vote | 


by which the bill passed, and to lay that motion 
on the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


RESOLUTIONS OF NORTH CAROLINA. 
Mr. ASHE asked and received the unanimous 
consent of the House to introduce certain resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of North Carolina, in re- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


tt 





| lation to the encouragement of home ind 





; 4 “ ustry, a 
requesting their members in both branches of ¢ > 


ainst any increase of tariff duties. 
which were laid on the table, and —oe 
printed. : 

Mr. CARTTER asked to take up Senate bill 
No. 448, to amend the act to change the time of 


_ holding the circuit and district courts of the United 





| States for the district of Ohio; and he moved to 


suspend the rules for that purpose. 


DOORKEEPER OF THE HOUSE. 


Mr. HALL rose to a question of order, fy 
believed that the election of Doorkeeper was pos;. 
pened to the first day of March. He would there. 
fore move that the House proceed to the election 
of a Doorkeeper. 

Mr. CARTTER hoped that the gentleman from 
Missouri would yield for a moment, in order that 
the resolution he had presented might be con- 
sidered. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, rose to a ques- 
tion of privilege. He would renew the motioy 
made justnow. He moved that we proceed ty 


e 


| the election of a Doorkeeper, and to lay the mo. 


tion upon the table. 

The SPEAKER stated to the House that they 
had adopted aresolution to proceed to the election of 
a Doorkeeper, and that the election was postponed 


| until to-day. The gentleman could attain his ob. 
| ject by moving to postpone it, 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved to post- 


_ pone it indefinitely. 


The question was then taken, and it was agreed 
to. 
Mr. JOHNSON moved to reconsider the vote 


|| just taken, and to lay the motion on the table; 
| which latter motion was agreed to. 


COURTS IN OHIO. 


The question then recurred upon the motion 
made by the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Carrrer,] 
to suspend the rules that the House might proceed 
to the consideration of Senate bill 448, to amend 


| the act to change the time of holding the circuit 


and district courts of the United States for the dis- 
trict of Ohio. 

The question was then taken, and it was agreed 
to. 
So the rules were suspended. 

The question now was on ordering the bill toa 
third reading. 

Mr. HOWARD asked the consent of the gen- 


| tleman from Ohio [Mr. Carrrer] to move an 
/ amendment. . 


| 


|| 
| 


Mr. CARTTER inquired whether the adoption 


Senate? 
The SPEAKER said it would have that effect. 
Mr. CARTTER objected to the amendment. 
The bill was ordered toa third reading, and was 
read the third time and passed. 
Mr. CARTTER moved to reconsider the vote 


| by which the bill —s and to lay that motion 
a 


|, on the table; whic 








} 


latter motion was agreed to. 


COURTS IN ARKANSAS. 
On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, 
(the rules having been suspended for the purpose,) 
it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the bill of the 
Senate (No. 18) entitled ‘“‘ An act to divide the district of 
Arkansas into two judicial districts.”’ 


The House proceeded to the consideration of 
said bill, the question being on its third reading— 
_ Mr. JOHNSON demanded the previous ques- 
tion. 

Pending which, 

Mr. STRONG moved to lay the bill upon the 
table; and the question being taken it was not 
agreed to. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question was ordered and put; and under 
the operation thereof the said bill was ordered to 
be read a third time. 

The bill was accordingly read a third time, and, 
under the operation of the previous question, was 

assed. 
: Mr. JOHNSON moved to reconsider the vote 


by which the bill was passed, and to lay that mo- 


tion on the table; which latter motion was agre 
to. 


UNION GASLIGHT COMPANY. 
Mr. TAYLOR moved to take up from the 
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Speaker's table Senate bill No. 278, to incorporate 
the Union Gaslight Company of the District of 
Columbia. : 

Objection beingamade by several— 

Mr. TAYLO eyed to suspend the rules for 
that purpose. ; a 

Mr. JONES said that the bill was*net such a 


one as he wanted, but thought thats bing 
«hould be passed. In his opinion it w t- 


ant that something should be passed in order to | 


protect-—— 
* Cries of ‘*Order!”’ ** order!”’ 
The SPEAKER. The debate is out of order. 


The question was then taken upon suspending | 


the rules, and it was agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended. 

Mr. TAYLOR demanded the previous question; 
which received a second, and the main question 
was ordered. 

Mr. ROBBINS moved to lay the bill upon the 
table; which motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. STANLY asked to offer an amendment, 
to be incorporated in the bill. | 

Mr. JONES objected, as he said it would defeat 
the bill. The Senate would never pass it. 

The question now being on ordering the bill to 
be encrossed and read a third time, 


Tellers were demanded and ordered, and Messrs. 


Sweerser and Breck appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers re- 
ported—ay es 50, noes 78. 

Mr. TAYLOR demanded the yeas and nays; | 


but only fourteen gentlemen rising, they were not | 


ordered. 
So the bill was not ordered to a third reading. 


GRANT OF LAND TO MISSOURI, 


Mr. GREEN asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to take up from the Speaker’s table 
Senate bill No. 371, granting the right of way to 
Missouri, and a portion of the public lands to aid 
in the construction of a railroad from Hannibal to 
St. Joseph, in said State. 

Objection being made— 

Mr. GREEN moved that the rules be suspend- 
ed; but there being only fifty-four gentlemen rising 
in the affirmative, the motion was not agreed to. 


INTEREST ON ADVANCES BY MAINE. 
Mr. LITTLEFIELD moved to suspend the 


rules, that he might move to discharge the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
from the further consideration of ‘‘ a Senate bill 
authorizing the accounting officers of the Treasu- 
ry to settle and pay to the State of Maine interest 
on moneys advanced for the protection of her fron- 
tier in the years 1839, 1840, and 1841,’’ for the 
purpose of putting the bill upon its passage. 

Mr. L. said he had seldom troubled the House, 
and now only asked time to say that this bill had 
unanimously passed the Senate, and had received 
the unanimous assent of the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary of the House. ‘The principle was well 
settled, that where States had advanced for the 
General Government money for the payment 
of the expense of defending the territory of the 
Union, that they were to receive interest on the | 
amount so advanced. Several States had received 
interest under similar circumstances. This money 
is fairly and justly due to the State of Maine, and 
if the bill should fail of a passage now, it would 
undoubtedly be paid at some future time. In con- 
sequence of the unfortunate loss sustained by the 
State by the partial burning cf the Insane Hospi- 
tala short time since, the payment of this sum at 
this time would be a matter of great convenience | 
to the State. 

Mr. L. added, that he was about to retire from 
Congress, and as he had taken some interest in 
this bill for the benefit of his State, and as he knew 
the claim to be perfectly just, he would esteem it a 
great favor if the House would act on the bill now. 
He would not farther trespass on the indulgence | 
of the House. 

The question then being upon the suspension 
of the rules, tellers were demanded and ordered, 
and Messrs. Firca and Stevens of Pennsylva- 
nla, appointed. 

he Papi» was then taken, and the tellers 
reporte 

So the rules were suSpended. 


Mr. LITTLEFIELD said he would show his 


confidence in the House, and his regard for the || 


public interest, by consuming no more time— | 








1 on: . : 
| which was now so precious—and would move the 


| of the rules, to enable him to report from the Com- | 


| Alabama Railroad Company. 


previous question. 

‘The previous question received a second, and 
the main question was ordered; and under the 
operation thereof the bill was ordered to a third 
reading. 

The bill was then read the third time. 

The question now being, ‘* Shall the bill pass?’’ 
it was taken and decided in the affirmative; and 
the bill was passed. 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD moved to recoysider the 
vote by which the bill passed, and to lay that mo- 
tion on the table; which latter motion was agreed 
to. 


GRANTS OF LAND. 
Mr. CABELL, of Florida, moved a suspension 


mittee on Public Lands two Senate bills of the 
following ttles: 

No. 168. An act granting the right of way, 
and making a grant of land to the States of Flor- 
ida and Alabama, in aid of the construetion of a 
railroad from the waters of Pensacola Bay, in 
Florida, to Montgomery, in the State of Ala- 
bama, and for other purposes; and 

No. 274. j 
making a donation of land to the State of Ala- 
bama, in aid of the construction of the Mobile and 
Girard railroad. 

Mr. JONES objected. 

Mr. CABELL moved asuspension of the rules, 
to enable him to submit the motion, and demanded 
tellers; which were ordered; and Messrs. Ewine 
and Levin were appointed. 

The question was then taken and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 62, noes 72. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, asked to suspend the 
rules and take up the bill which was on the calen- 
dar at the last session, which was to grant the 
right of way to the Tennessee, Mississippi, and 
} Two militons of 
dollars had already been subscribed. The road 
would be built; and he therefore asked that the 


Committee of the Whole House on the state of | 


the Union be discharged from the further consid- 
eration of the bill. It involves no grant of pub- 


| lic lands, and it only asks for the right of way. 


Mr. JONES inquired if it was a Senate bill. 

The SPEAKER said that it was not. 

Mr. JONES. It is of no use to pass it here 
then, for it cannot pass the Senate. 

The question was then taken on suspending the 
rules, and it was not agreed to. 


CINCINNATUS TROUSDALE. 


An act granting the right of way and | 
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| 
Mr. EWING moved a suspension of the rules, 
| so as to enable him to move to discharge the Com- 


mittee of the Whole Elouse from the further 
consideration of the Senate bill for the relief of 
Cincinnatus Trousdale and John G. Connolly, of 
Arkansas. 

The question was then taken, and the rules 


| were not suspended. 


ORANGE AND ALEXANDRIA RAILROAD CO. 
Mr. MORTON moved a supension of the rules, 


| so as to enable him to move that the Committee of 


the Whole on the state of the Union be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the bill 
of the Senate for the relief of the Orange and Al- 


| exandria Railroad Company. 


Mr. M. said he had troubled the House but very 
little, and he hoped, therefore, that the bill which 
he mentioned might receive consideration. 

The question was then taken on suspending the 
rules, and resulted in the negative—ayes 85, noes 


| 62. 


“PAY TO CONTESTANTS OF SEATS. 


Mr. TUCK asked the unanimous consent of | 


the House to introduce a resolution; which was 


read for information, as follows: 


Resolved, That the usual travel and per diem be paid by 
the Clerk, from the contingent fund of the House, to Jared 


Perkins, late a contestant for a seat in this House from the | 


Third district of New Hampshire; the per diem to be reck- 


| oned from the time of his arrival in Washington to the tenth 


—ayés 109, noes 21. | 


} 


day of January last, the day on which his claim to a seat 
was decided. 


Mr. JONES objected. 
Mr. TUCK moved to suspend the rules for the 
purpose; which motion was agreed to. 
he question now being on agreeing to the res- 
olution— 


} 


7 





79 





| for the pay of Mr. Littell, who was a contestant 


at the last session. 

Mr. JONES raised the point of order against the 
amendment. 

The SPEAKER decided that the amendment 
was not in order—that the claims of one contest- 
ant could not be amended with a provision for an- 
other. 

_ The question being upon Mr. Tvex’s resolu- 
tlon— 

Mr. JONES demanded the yeas and nays; but 
they were not ordered. 7 ; 

The question was then 
tion, and it was agreed to. 

PAY TO SICK MEMBERS. 

Mr. CLARKE, by unanimous consent of the 
House, introduced the following resolution; which 
was agreed to: 


taken upon the resolu- 


Resolved, That the Committee on Accounts be authorized 
to allow to be paid out of the contingent fund the per diem 
pay of any members who, by sickness or unavoidable acci 
dent, Were prevented trom attendance on this House on the 
first day of the session. 

INTEREST ON ADVANCES BY GEORGIA. 

Mr. WELLBORN moved that the rules of the 
House be suspended, in order to enable him to 
move to discharge the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union from the further considera- 
tion of the Senate bill No. 210, being “An act to 
authorize the Secretary of War to pay interest to 
the State of Georgia on advances made by her for 
the use of the United States, in the suppression of 
hostilities with the Creek, Seminole, and Chero- 
kee Indians, in the years eighteen hundred and 
thirty-six, eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, and 
eighteen hundred and thirty-eight.” > 

Mr. W. said, that the bill was, in all essential 
respects, similar to the one just passed by the 
House in behalf of the State of Maine. Like that, 
it provided for the restitution of interest actually 
paid, or heretofore lost, on account of the Gevern- 
ment—has been passed by the Senate, met the ap- 
proval of the Judiciary Committee of this House 
—of which he had the honor to be a member—and 
was in conformity with numerous precedents to 
be found in the legislation of this Government. 

The question being taken upon the suspension 
of the rules, resulted—ayes 91, noes 30. 

So the rules were suspended, 

Mr. WELLBORN submitted his motion, which 
was agreed to; and the House proceeded to con- 
sider the bill, the question being on its third read- 
ing. 

Mr. W. demanded the previous question; which 
received a second, and the main question was or- 
dered and put; and under the operation thereof, the 
said bill was ordered to be read a third time. 

It was accordingly read the third time, and, under 
the operation of the previous question, passed. 

Mr. WELLBORN moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed, and to lay that 
motion on the table; which latter motion 
acreed to. 


was 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message was received from the Senate by Mr. 
Dicxins, their Secretary, as follows: 


Mr. Speaker: The Senate have suspended the seven 
teenth joint rule of the two Houses, so far as relates to 
bills and resolutions of the following titles, viz: 

Senate 346—An act to ascertain and establish private 
land claims in the State of California. 

Senate 483—An act to amend an act entitled “ An act 
allowing compensation to the members of the Senate, mem- 
bers of the House of Representatives of the United States 
and to the Delegates of the Territories,’’ and repealing all 
other laws on that subject. 

Senate 251—An act to limit the liability of ship-owners, 
and for other purposes. 

Senate resolution 58—A resolution for the relief of Louis 
Kossuth and his associates, exiles from Hungary. 

Senate resolution 28—A resolution in relation to the ac- 


counts of John De Neufville. 


House of Representatives 9—Joint resolution explaining 
the acts of July 7, 1838, March 3, 1843, and June 17, 1845, 

in which I am directed to ask the concurrence of this 
House. 

The message was considered, and it was— 


Ordered, 'That the House concur in the said resolution of 
the Senate, and that the Clerk acquaint the Senate there- 
with. 


MILITARY ASYLUM. 

Mr. BURT asked the indulgence of the House 
to take up from the Speaker’s table the Senate bill 
392, being a bill to found a military asylum for 
the relief and support of indigent soldiers of the 


Mr. MOORE offered an amendment providing || Army of the United States. He begged to say to 
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moment, that this proposition had been reported 
to the [louse for eight years. It had passed the 
Senate. 
the T'reasury of the United States, but was pro- 
yosed to be founded by the simple contributions 
of the soldiers themselves. 

Mr. HALL inquired whether this was the bill 
that provided for the purchase of Mount Vernon? 

Mr. BURT replied that it was not. 

Mr. McGAUGHEY objected. 

Mr. BURT moved a suspension of the rules, 
so as to enable him to submit a motion to take up 
the bill. 

Mr. McGAUGHEY objected, and made the 
point of order, that the bill made appropriations 
of money. It had never been considered in the 
Committee of the Whole. ‘Therefore, under the 


rule, he objected to it as being a bill to make ap- 


propriations, 


The SPEAKER decided that the objection of | 


the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. McGaveney] 
was well founded. The motion now made was 
to suspend the rules, to enable the gentleman from 


South Carolina to submit a motion to bring the 


bill before the House for consideration. 


‘The question was then put upon suspending the 


rules, and decided to be not agreed to. 
Mr. BURT said, as it was merely a matter of 


public duty with him, he demanded the yeas and | 


nays upon the question; which were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and resulted— 
yeas 122, nays 33—as follows: 

VY KAS-—Mesers. Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Anderson, 
Audrews, Ashmun, Averett, Bayly, Beale, Bell, Bennett, 
Ringham, Bissell, Rocock, Booth, Bowdon, Bowie, Breck, 
Briggs, Brooks, Albert G. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph Ca 
ble, G. A. 
Cleveland, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cole, Corwin. Crow- 
ell, Danner, Deberry, Dixon, Doty, Duer, Duncan, Ed- 
mundson, Eliot, Nathan Evans, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, 
Fuller, Gentry, Gilmore, Gorman, Gott, Green, Grinnell, 
Halloway, Hay, Hebard, Hilliard, Holladay, Holmes, How- 
ard, Joseph W. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, James L. John- 


son, Julian, Kerr, George G. King, James G. King, John | 
A. King, La Sére, Levin, Marshall, Matteson, McDonald, | 
MeKissock, MeWillie, Daniel F. Miller, Millson, Moore, | 


Morehead, Morris, Morton, Nelson, Ogle, Olds, Otis. Out- 


law, Peck, Pheonix, Pitman, Putnam, Reynolds, Risley, | 
Robbins, Rockwell, Rose, Ross, Rumsey, Schermerhorn, | 
Schooleratt, Seddon, Shepperd, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, | 


F. P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Thaddeus Stevens, 
Stetson, Sweetser, Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, 


Vinton, Walden, Waldo, Watkins, Wellborn, Wentworth, || 


Whittlesey, Willams, Wilmot, and Young—122. 
NAYS—-Mesers. Bowlin, Boyd, William J. Brown, J. 


Pr. Caldwell, Conger, Daniel, Dunham, Gerry, Giddings, | 


Goodenow, Howe, Hubbard, Hunter, William T. Jackson, 


Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Littlefield, Horace Mann, Job | 
Mann, MeClernand, MeGaughey, McMullen, McQueen, | 


Morse, Orr, Parker, Reed, Savage, Thomas, Jacob Thomp- || e 
forse P- || ayes 45, noes not counted. 


son, Toombs, Wallace, and Woodward—33. 

So the rules were suspended. 

Mr. BURT submitted his motion, which was 
agreed to,and the billwas taken fromthe Speaker’s 
table, and read a first and second time by its title. 

Mr. MeGAUGHEY moved to refer the bill to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. BURT moved a suspension of the rules, 
so as to avoid a reference of the bill to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union; 
which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BURT demanded the previous question, 
which received a second, and the main question 
ordered and put, and under the operation thereof 
the said bill was ordered to be read a third time. 

The bill was read the third time. 

The question now being, ‘* Shall the bill pass 
it was taken and decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. BURT moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill passed, and to lay that motion on 
the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


APPRAISEMENT OF MERCHANDISE. 


29 


Mr. BAYLY asked the unanimous consent of | 
the House to take from the Speaker’s table bill | 


No. 412, to amend an act regulating the appraise- 


ment on imported merchandise, and for other | 


purposes. 

Mr. McGAUGHEY objected. 

Mr. BAYLY moved a suspension of the rules 
for the purpose. 

The question was then taken on suspending the 
rules, and it was agreed to. 

The bill was then taken up and read a first and 
second time by its title, and the question being on 
its third reading, 

Mr. BAYLY said, this bill gave a construction 
to the tariff act of 1846, which has always been 


" 


the House, that if they would indulge him for a | 


It did not ask for money belonging to | 


Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Chandler, Clarke, | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. _ 


given to it since its enactment. He had one word 
to say to the other side before he moved the pre- | 
vious question. It must be obvious, that if any 


to amend the tariff, it could not succeed. It could 


not get through the Senate, nor could it get through | 
| this House. 


Having made this explanation, he demanded 
the previous question. 


operation thereof this bill was finally passed. 


Mr. BAYLY moved to reconsider the vote by 


which the bill was passed, and to lay that motion 
on the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 
AARON STAFFORD. 
Mr. OGLE, by unanimous consent, from the 


Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was ! 


referred the petition of Aaron Stafford, made a re- 
port thereon, accompanied by a bill for his relief; 
which bill was read a first and second time, com- 
initted to a Committee of the Whole House, made 
the order of the day for to-morrow, and the bill 
and report ordered to be printed. 

WEST FELICIANA RAILROAD COMPANY. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, moved to sus- 
pend the rules, to enable him to move that the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union be discharged from the further consid- 
eration of the Senate bill No. 261, entitled ‘ An act 
for the relief of the West Feliciana Railroad Com- 
pany;’ which motion was disagreed to—two thirds 
not voting in favor thereof. 

PORTS OF ENTRY. 

Mr. PHOENIX moved to suspend the rules, to 
enable him to move that the bill of the Senate en- 
titled ‘An act to make Cambridge, in the district of 


Soston and Charlestown, a port of entry,’ be taken 
| 


up from the Speaker’s table. 


The question was then taken, and the rules were | 


not suspended. 
BOUNTY TO MEDICAL OFFICERS. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved that 


| the rules be suspended, so as to enable him to 


move that the resolution of the Senate No. 45, 


entitled ‘A resolution to provide for placing certain | 


medical officers of the Navy, who rendered ser- 
vice on land in Mexico, upon the same footing with 
medical officers of the Army for similar services,’ 
be taken up from the Speaker’s table. 


Mr. ST: 


and RicHarpson were appointed. 
The question being taken, the tellers reported— 


So the rules were not suspended. 
FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 


Mr. BUEL asked the unanimous consent of the | 


House to take up from the Speaker’s table Senate 


bill No. 101, being ** An act to provide for the as- | 
certainment and satisfaction of claims of Ameri- | 


can citizens for spoliations committed by the 
French prior to the 31st day of July, 1800.” 

Several Members objected. 

Mr. BUEL moved to suspend the rules, and on 
that question demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, re- 
sulted—yeas 104, nays 75—as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Andrews, 
Ashmun, Bennett, Bissell, Bokee, Booth, Bowie, Briggs, 


Brooks, Buel, Burrows, Butler, E. Carrington Cabell, Cal- || 
vin, Campbell, Chandler, Clarke, Cole, Conger, Corwin, 


Dickey, Dixon, Doty, Duncan, Eliot, Nathan Evans, 


Freediey, Fuller, Gentry, Gerry, Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, | 
Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hammond, Hampton, Hay, | 


Henry. Hilliard, Holmes, Houston, Howe, Joséph W. 


Jackson, William T. Jackson, James L. Johnson, Robert | 


\W. Johnson, Kerr, George G. King, James G. King, John A. 
King, Levin, Littlefield, Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, 
McDowell, McKissock, R. M. McLane, Meacham, Moore, 


Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Olds, Otis, Phenix, Pitman, | 


Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Robbins, Rockwell, Rose, 
Rumsey, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, 
Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Rich- 


ard H. Stanton, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, Strong, Tay- | 


lor, James Thompson, John B. Thompson, Thurman, 
Toombs, Tuck, Underhill, Walder, Waldo, Wentworth, 
White, and Williams—104. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Anderson, Ashe, Averett, 
Bay, Beale, Bingham, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, 
Breck, Brisbin, Joseph Cable, Joseph P. Caldwell, Cartter, 
Cleveland, W. R. W. Cobb, Danner, Dimmick, Dunham, 
Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Gilmore, Gorman, 
Green, Hall, Haralson, Harlan, 1. G. Harris, Holladay, How- 
ard, Hubbard, Hunter, Inge, Andrew Johnson, Jones, La 
Sére, Leffler, McClernand, McDonald, McLanahan, Me- 
Mullen, McQueen, Mc Willie, J. K. Miller, Millson, Morris, 
Morrison, Morse, Orr, Outlaw, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, 


| Alexander H. Stephens, Sweetser, Thomas, 


NTON called for tellers upon the ques- | 
tion; which were ordered, and Messrs CuarkE | 











March 3, 
Penn, Richardson, Robinson, Ross, Sedden, She st 
Jacot : 
son, Venable, Wallace, Watkins, Wellborn, Wile 


s 1 : | Wilmot, Woodward, and Young—75. 
attempt was made at this late period of the session | 


So the rules were not suspended, two thirds pot 
voting in the affirmative. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 
A message,was here received from the Senate 


|| as follows: 
The previous question was seconded, and the | 
main quegtion ordered and put, and under the | 


Mr. Speaker: The Senate have passed a resolution sys. 
pending the seventeenth joint rule of the two Houses e 
far as relates to the bills of the House Nos. 436 and 437 re 
which I am directed to ask the concurrence of this House 

The Senate have agreed to the resolution of this House 


|| suspending the sixteenth joint rule of the two Houses gp 
|| far as relates to the bill of the House No. 474. 


The Senate have passed a resolution suspending the sey. 

teenth joint rule of the two Houses so far as relates to piljs 

| of the Senate numbered 210, 232, 18, 380, and 448, and Sep. 

ate resolution No. 52; in which [ am directed to ask the 
concurrence of the House. 


. The SPEAKER stated that the Senate haq 
passed a resolution that the seventeenth joint rule 
_ be suspended, providing that no bill shall be pre. 
sented to the President for his signature on the last 
day of the session, so far as the same related to 
the Navy bill, and the Military Academy bill. 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, objected to the 
resolution so far as it related to the Military Acad- 
_emy bill. 


AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY, 


Mr. NELSON asked the unanimous consent of 
| the House to move to discharge the Committee of 
| the Whole on the state of the Union from the fur. 
| ther consideration of Senate bill No. 4, being “An 
act for the relief of the American Colonization So- 
ciety.”’ 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, objected. 

Mr. NELSON moved to suspend the rules. 

Mr. STEPHENS demanded the yeas and nays. 

They were ordered; and the question being 
| taken, resulted—yeas 121, nays 47—as follows: | 


YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Andrews, 
| Ashmun, Beale, Bennett, Bingham, Bokee, Booth, Bowie, 
Breck, Briggs, Brisbin, William J. Brown, Buel, Burrows, 
Butler, George A. Caldwell, Chandler, Clarke, Cole, 
Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Dickey, Dimmick, Dixon, Doty, 
Duer, Duncan, Dunham, Eliot, Alexander Evans, Nathan 
Evans, Ewing, Fitch, Freedley, Fuller, Gilbert, Gilmore, 
Goodenow, Gorman, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, 
Hammond, Hampton, Harlan, Thomas L. Harris, Hay, 
Henry, Houston, Howe, Hunter, William T. Jackson, 
James L. Johnson, Julian, Kerr, George G. King, James 
G. King, John A. King, Leffler, Levin, Littlefield, Horace 
Mann, Job Mann, Marshall, Matteson, McDenald, Mc- 
Dowell, MeGaughey, McKissock, MeLanahan, Robert M. 
McLane, Finis E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, 
Morris, Morrison, Morton, Nelson, Ogle, Olds, Otis, Peck, 
Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Richardson, Robbins, 
Robinson, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Rumsey, Sawtelle, Scher- 
| merborn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Spaulding, Sprague, 
Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Thad- 
deus Stevens, Strong, Taylor, James Thompson, Thurman, 
‘Tuck, Underhill, Vinton, Waldo, Watkins, White, Wil- 
liams, and Wright—121. 





NAYS—Messrs. Alston, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, 
Bissell, Bocock, Bowdon, Boyd, Burt, E. Carrington 
Cabell, Clingman, W. R. W. Cobb, Daniel, Deberry, 
| Edmundson, Featherston, Green, Hall, Hamilton, Haral- 

son, Isham G. Harris, Hibbard, Holladay, Howard, Hub- 

bard, Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, 

McMullen, McQueen, MeWillie, Meade, John K. Miller, 

Morse, Orr, Peaslee, Phelps, Seddon, Alexander Il. 
|| Stephens, Stetson, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Wallace, 
| Wellborn, and Woodward—47. 


|| So the rules were suspended. 


Mr. NELSON moved that the Committee of 
| the Whole be discharged from the further consid- 
eration of said resolution, and on that motion de- 
manded the previous question. 

Mr. DANIEL hoped the previous question 
would not be sustained. 

[Cries of * Order!’’ ** order!’’] 

The previous question was then seconded and 
the main question ordered, which main question 

| was on agreeing to Mr. Netson’s motion; and 
being taken it was ugreed to. 

Mr. NELSON moved that the bill be put upon 
its passage, and on that motion demanded the pre- 
_ vious question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
_ main question ordered, which main question was 
on ordering the bill to a third reading. 

Mr. DANIEL demanded the yeas and nays on 
the third reading of the bill, and tellers on the 
| yeas and nays; and tellers were ordered. 
| The question being taken by tellers, (Messrs. 
1 Jones and Axien acting,) was decided in the al- 
| firmative—ayes 30, noes 100. 

| So the yeas and nays were ordered. 
| ‘The question on the third reading of the bill 
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heing then taken by yeas and nays, resulted—yeas | 
110, nays 50—as follows: 

yEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Anderson, 
Andrews, Ashmun, Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Bokee, Booth, | 
Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Brisbin, Buel, Burrows, Butler, 
George A. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Chandler, Clarke, 
Conger, Crowell, Danner, Dickey, Dimmick, Dixon, Doty, 
nuer, Duncan, Dunham, Durkee, Eliot, Alexander Evans, 
Nathan Evans, Ewing, Fitch, Fuller, Gilbert, Gott, Gould, 
Grinnell, Halloway, Hammond, Hay, Hebard, Henry, | 
Houston, Howe, William T. Jackson, Julian, Kerr, James | 
«, King, John A. King, Leffler, Levin, Horace Mann, Job 
Mann, Matteson, McDonald, McDowell, McGaughey, Mc- | 
Kissock, MeLanahan, R. M. McLane, Meacham, Moore, 
Morehead, Morris, Morrison, Morton, Nelson, Ogle, Otis, 
peaslee, Peck, Pheenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, | 
Robbins, Robinson, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Rumsey, Saw- | 
tlle, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Spaulding, Sprague, 
stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Strong, | 
sweetser, Taylor, James Thompson, Underhill, Vinton, 
Waldo, Watkins, Wentworth, White, Whittlesey, Wil- | 
jiams, and Wright—110. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alston, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, Bo- 
cock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Burt, 
Cartter, Clingman, Daniel, Deberry, Edmundson, Feath- 
erston, Green, Hall, Hamilton, Haralson, Isham G. Harris, 
sampson W. Harris, Hibbard, Holladay, Howard, Inge, | 
Joseph W. Jackson, Jones, Marshall, Mason, McClernand, 
McMullen, McQueen, MeWillie, Meade, John K. Miller, 
Millson, Orr, Outlaw, Parker, Penn, Phelps, Powell, Sed- 
don, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Wallace, Wellborn, and | 
Woodw ard—50. 


So the bill was read a third time. 

The question then recurred on the passage of 
the bill. 

Mr. NELSON demanded the previous ques- 
tion. 

The previous question having received a second, 
the main question was ordered, which main ques- 
tion was on the passage of the bill. 

The question being taken, was decided in the 
affirmative. 

So the bill passed. 

Mr. NELSON moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the House had passed said bill, and to lay 
that motion on the table; which latter motion was 
agreed to. 

THANKS TO THE SPEAKER. 

Mr. VINTON said: I have risen, Mr. Speaker, 


forthe purpose of offering a resolution, which I | 
am quite sure will command the undivided vote of | 
the House. I do not think that I shall have any | 
oceasion to move to suspend the rules. I simply 
ask the unanimous consent of the House to offer 
the following resolution, and I am sure that I shall 
receive it. 
The Cuerk read the resolution, as follows: 


Resolved, ‘That the thanks of this House are due and are 
hereby presented to the Hon. Howeit Coss, for the able, 
impartial, and dignified manner in which he has discharged 
the duties of Speaker during the present Congress. 


There being no objection, the resolution was 
unanimously agreed to. 


PAY TO CONTESTANTS OF SEATS. 
Mr. STRONG asked the unanimous consent of | 


the House to offer the following resolution from 
the Committee of Elections: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House pay to Charles J. 
Ingersoll, of Pennsylvania, out of the contingent fund of 
the House the same per diem pay and mileage that are al- 
lowed to members, computing the same from the commence- 
ment of the Twenty-sixth Congress to the 15th day of Jan- | 
uary, A. D. 1840, the day on which the House decided the | 
election contested between him and Charles Naylor. 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be directed to 
ascertain as soon as possible the legal expenses of the con- 
tested election in the Fourth Congressional district of Penn- 


sylvania, and pay the same out of the contingent fund of 
this House. 


Resolved, That the Clerk be directed to pay to John 8. 
Littell his per diem and mileage, as are usually allowed to 
members of Congress, from the commencement of the first 
session of this Congress, until the llth day of September 
last, inclusive, the contest for a seat between him and the 
Hon. John Robbins, jr., having been decided on that day. 


Mr. JONES objected. 


Mr. STRONG moved to suspend the rules to 
enable him to introduce the resolution, and de- 
manded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Brices and 

ENTWORTH appointed, and the question being | 
taken, the tellers reperted—ayes 58, noes not | 
counted. 

So, two thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
rules were not suspended. 


Mr. HOLMES. I rise toa privileged question. 
I move that the seventeenth joint rule be suspended | 
so far as relates to the bills that have already passed | 
both Houses, and that they be sent to the Presi- | 
dent for his signature. 
Mr. JONES objected. 
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The SPEAKER stated that it was not a privi- 
leged question. 

Mr. HOLMES subsequently (the rules having 
been suspended for the purpose) introduced the 
following resolution, which was agreed to: 


Resolved, That all the bills which have passed both 
Houses be presented to the President for signature, and that 
the 17th rule be suspended for that purpose. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, asked the 
unanimous consent of the House to introduce the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the standing committees of this House 


may inake reports by handing the same to the Clerk and en- 
dorsing thereon that they be laid on the table and printed. 


Mr. WENTWORTH objected. 
Mr. ‘THOMPSON moved to suspend the rules 
to enable him to introduce the resolution. 


The question being taken, the rules were not 
suspended, 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was here received from the Senate by 
Mr. Dicktys, their Secretary, viz: 

Mr. Speaker: The Senate have agreed to the amend 
ment of the House of Representatives to the fourth amend- 
ment of the Senate to the bill of the House (No. 438) 
making appropriation for the service of the Post Office De 
partment during the year ending June 30, 1852, and insist 


upon their first and third amendments to the said bill, dis 
agreed to by the House. 


The Senate ask a conference on the said disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses, and have appointed Messrs. Hunter, 
Rusk, and PEARCE,, managers at the said conference on 
their part. 

The House proceeded to the consideration of 
the said message; when it was 


Ordered, That the House insist upon their disagreement 
to the said first and third amendments, and agree to the con 
ference asked by the Senate thereon. 

Ordered, That Mr. Bayiy, Mr. Vinron, and Mr. Jacos 
Tuompson, be the managers at the said conference on the 
part of the House. 


EXTRA PAY TO CLERKS, MESSENGERS, ETC. 

Mr. WENTWORTH asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to introduce the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That there be paid out of the contingent fund 
of the House to the employés thereof, including the police 
of the Capitol, as well as the regular laborers and lamp 
lighters on the public grounds around the Capitol, the usual 
extra compensation allowed at the close of a session: And 
that the clerk of the Sergeant-at-Arms be paid the same 
amount of compensation allowed to the engrossing clerks 
of the House. 

Several Memsers objected. 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved to suspend the 
rules to enable him to offer the resolution. 

Mr. HALL called for the yeas and nays 

Mr. WENTWORTH. ‘This resolution ° will 
pass, and may as well pass now as at any time. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. JONES demanded tellers on the suspension 
of the rules; and they were ordered. 

The question was then taken by tellers, (Messrs. 
AnpeRSON and Lerrcer acting,) and was decided 
in the affirmative—ayes 130, noes 18. 

So the rutes were suspended. 

Mr. WENTWORTH demanded the previous 
question on the adoption of the resolution. 

The previous question having been seconded, 
the main question was ordered; which main ques- 
tion was on agreeing to the resolution. 

The question being taken, the resolution was 
agreed to. 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was adopted, and to 
lay the motion to reconsider upon the table; which 
latter motion was agreed to. 

JOSEPH D. WARD. 

Mr. MARSHALL asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to take from the Speaker's table 
Senate bill 85, being an act for the relief of Joseph 
D. Ward. 

No objection was offered. 

The SPEAKER stated that the question was 
upon agreeing to the Senate amendment. 

The CLerk reported the amendment of the Sen- 
ate, which provided a pension for Isaac Watts 
Griffith. 

Mr. MARSHALL demanded the previous ques- 
tion. 

The previous question having been seconded, 
the main question was ordered; which main ques- 
tion was on agreeing to the Senate amendment. 


The question being taken, the amendment was 
concurred in. 


Mr. MARSHALL moved to reconsider the vote, 
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and to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table; 
which latter motion was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. JONES, by unanimous con- 
sent, the 17th joint rule was suspended so far as 
it related to this bill. 


COLLINS ANDREWS. 

Mr. BISSELL moved that ine Committee of the 
Whole House be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the bill for the relief of Collins An- 
drews. 

The question was then taken, and the bill having 
been envrossed a scording lo order, was read a third 
time and passed. 

Mr. BISSELL moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill had been passed, and to lay the mo- 


{ 
tion to reconsider upon the table; which latter mo 
tlon was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. BISSELL, the 16th joint 
rule was then suspended so far as it related to this 
bill. 


THE LATE CLERK OF THE HOUSE. 
Mr. ANDERSON moved that the rules be sus- 


pended, to enable him to introduce the following 
resolution: 


Resolved, That there be paid out of the contingent fund 
of this House to the widow of ita late Clerk, Thomas J. 
Campbell, a sum equal to the salary of said Clerk, reckoned 
from the time of his death to the close of th 
Congress. 

Mr. GENTRY stated that the family were in 
very indigent circumstances. 

Mr. JONES demanded the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, re- 
sulted—yeas 81, nays 64—-as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alston, Anderson, Andrews, Bennett, 
Bokee, Bowdon, Breck, Briggs, Albert G. Brown, Butler, 
E. C. Cabell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, 
Cole, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Doty, Duncan, Edmund 
son, Nathan Evans, Ewing, Freedley, Gentry, Giddings, 
Gilmore, Gorman, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hammond, Hay, 
Haymond, Henry, Hoagland, Holmes, How James L 
Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Kerr, George G. King, James 
G. King, John A. King, Leffler, Matteson, MeGauchey, 
MeKissock, Finis E. McLean, Moore, Morehead, Morton, 
Nelson, Ogle, Olds, Outlaw, Owen, Phenix, Pitman, Potter, 
Putnam, Reynolds, Risley, Rose, Schoolcraft, Seddon, 
Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Thad 
deus Stevens, Thurman, Tuck, Underhill, Venable, Wal 
den, Watkins, White, Williams, and Woodward—8l. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashe, Averett, Beale, Bingham, 
Booth, Bowlin, Boyd, Brisbin, Wilham J. Brown, Burt, 
George A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Cleveland, W. 
R. W. Cobb, Daniel, Danner, Dimmick, Dunham, Durkee, 
Green, Hall, Hamilton, Haralson, Hanan, Isham G. Harris, 
Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hebard, Hibbard, 
Holladay, Howard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, Jones, Horace 
Mann, Mason, McLanahan, McMullen, McQueen, McWil 
lie, Meade, John K. Miller, Millson, Morris, Morrison, 
Otis, Phelps, Robbins, Root, Ross, Alexander H. Stephens, 
Stetson, Sweetser, Thomas, John B.'Thompson, Toombs, 
Waldo, Wallace, Weliborn, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wilmot, 
and Young—64. 


last session of 


So, two thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
rules were not suspended. 

MAJOR FREDERICK D. MILLS. 

Mr. BUTLER, by the unanimous consent from 
the Committee of Claims, reported back without 
amendment, Senate bill No. 312, for the relief of 
Major Frederick D. Mills, deceased. 

Mr. BUTLER asked that the bill might be put 
on its passage, and demanded the previous ques- 
tion. 

The previous question having been seconded, the 
main question was ordered; which main question 
was on the third reading of the bill. 

The bill was then read the third time, and under 
the operation of the previous question passed, 

Mr. BUTLER moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed, and to lay the motion 
to reconsider on the table; which latter motion was 
agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. BUTLER, the 17th joint rule 
was suspended so far as it related to that bill. 

Mr. DANIEL moved that the rules be suspended 
so as to enable him to move that the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the bill 
of the Senate, (No. 283,) entitled ** An act for the 
relief of the Orange and Alexandria Railroad Com- 
pany;”” which motion was disagreed to; two thirds 
not voting in favor thereof. 

JOHN W. NYE. 

Mr. McLEAN, of Kentucky, moved that the 
rules be suspended, so as to enable him to offer a 
resolution to discharge the Committee of the Whole 
from the further consideration of the regolution for 
the relief of John W. Nye, as follows: 
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Resolved. That the Clerk of this House pay out of the 
contingent fund to Join W. Nye the sum of 3525, on his 
execuung a release, under his hand and seal, to the Uni 
ted States, in such form as shall be approved by said 
Clerk, of all claims against the United States or the Post- 
master of this House, in respect to the several matters set 
forth in bis petition and papers referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary of the House, and subsequently to the 
Committee of Claims, or referred to in the papers, or by the 
witnesses whose testimony was before the committee, which 
release shall by the Clerk be preserved among the files of 
his office 

Mr. McLEAN said that this matter had been re- 
ferred to the various committees of the House and 
Senate, and had been favorably reported upon. 

Mr. MeGAUGHEY objected to any debate. 

The SPEAKER stated that all debate was out 
of order. 

Mr. McGAUGHEY said he believed that this 
case had been presented to and refused by Con- 
gress several times. 

Mr. JONES demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were not ordered, 

‘The question was then taken on the suspension 
of the rules, and decided in the negative. 

So the rules were not suspended. 


WEST FELICIANA RAILROAD COMPANY. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, moved that the 
rules be suspended, to enable him to move to dis- 
charge the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union from the further consideration of the 


Senate bill for the relief of the West Feliciana rail- | 


road, 


to explain—— 


Mr. McGAUGHEY objected, as debate was out 


of order. 


The question was then taken on the suspension 


of the rules, and decided in the negative. 
PAY TO CONTESTANTS OF SEATS. 


Mr. MOORE moved to suspend the rules, to | 


offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, ‘That the Clerk of this House be directed to as- | 


certain, as soon as possible, the legal expenses of the con- 


tested election in the Fourth Congressional District of | 


Pennsylvania, and pay the same out of the contingent fund 
of this House. 


Resolred, That the Clerk be directed to pay to John 8. | 
Littell his per diem and mileage, as are usually allowed to | 
members of Congress, from the commencement of the first | 


session of this Congress until the llth day of September 


last, inclosive, the contest for a seat between him and the | 


Hon. John Robbins, jr., having been decided on that day. 


The question was then taken, and the rules | 


were not suspended. 


CANAL AROUND THE FALLS OF ST. MARY. 


Mr. BLNGHAM moved to suspend the rules, 
to offer a resolution to discharge the Committee | 


on Public Lands from the further consideration of 
the bill of the House making a grant of land for 


the construction of a canal around the Falls of St. 


Mary. 


Mr. BINGHAM demanded the yeas and nays | 


on the motion, but they were not ordered. 


The question was taken, and the rules were not | 


suspended, 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. OTIS rose and said: Task the indulgence | 


of the House afew minutes for a personal explana- 
tion. i 


the Boston Atlas of the 28th ult: 


1) McLean Street, Thursday Evening. 
To the Editors of the Atlas; In the evening papers of this 


date, under the telegraphic head, [ notice the foliowing | 


item: 


* The faets appear to be, that Mr. Webster wrote to the | 
subtreasurer, Mr. Haven, that he had been offered the State | 


Department, but could not accept it unless his friends would 
make up whathe would sacrifice pecuniarily by accepting. 


“Mr. Haven showed the letter to Collector Greeley, who | 
at that time told its contents to Mr. Otis, a member from | 
Mr. Otis has divulged the mat- | 


Maine, who was present. 


ter to Congressmen. It is whispered that Peter Harvey 


brought on the Boston funds, and A. G. Benson the New | 


York funds.’ 


Will you have the goodness to say in your paper of to- | 
morrow, that this statement, so far as it refers to me, is ut- | 


terly untrae. Mr. Haven never showed me any such letter; 


] never knew that he had received any such letter, nor have | 
I ever made any such statement to Mr. Otis, or anybody | 


else. Your obedient servant, P. GREELEY, Jr. 


I did not authorize the publication in the Herald, | 


and it was done without my knowledge, I am 
not responsible for it in that form. 
conversation L had with Mr. Greeley, from which 


the statement was undoubtedly made. 


In July last, before the President had formed his | 


| ter to read. 
| conversation, Mr. Greeley returned to his seat, and 
| said that the gentleman was Mr. Haven, and the 
| letter was from Mr. Webster, in which he stated 





‘The following communication appeared in | 


| judgment obtained after the 





I did repeat a | 


| reported that Mr. Webster was to be Secretary of 
| State, I called at the custom-house in Boston, and 

| inquired of Mr. Greeley about it. 
| reported that there were letters in the city from Mr. 


He said it was 


Webster, in which he said that the President had 
offered him the situation of Secretary of State. In 


| a few minutes astranger to me came into the room, 


and called Mr. Greeley one side and gave him a let- 
After reading it, and a few minutes 


| United States. 


| port had been passed by the House under 
| apprehension. 
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allow preémption rights to actual settlers 


. in case 
of the settlement of the claim favorable 


to the 
Mr. M. stated that another bill of a similar jy. 
a mis- 
{Laughter.] - ' 
Mr. M. demanded tellers; and they were or. 


dered. 


that the President had offered him the situation of | 


| Secretary of State, and he only hesitated to accept 
| itfrom the pecuniary sacrifice he must make. He 
| added, that Mr. Haven told him he should write 


that day to Mr. Webster urging him to a 
d 


| the place, and whatever sacrifice he made shou 
| be made up to him by his friends. 


The morning of my return here, which was 


| within forty-eight hours after that conversation 
| took place, I repeated it in this Hall, in the hear- 


ing of more than a dozen members. I have been 
inquired of recently, and have repeated it as near 


| as words would convey the exact meaning of a 


conversation. If any injustice is done, both the 
letter of Mr. Webster and the reply of Mr. Haven 
are undoubtedly in existence, and their publica- 


tion will show the matter correctly. 


Had Mr. Greeley candidly stated in his note the 
matter as it was, instead of equivocating upon the 


. ° | . 2eG)} mi 99 se stn tame 99 
Mr. B. said, he found that the bill had been || °*Pression of such letter’’ and ** such statement, 


; | he woul ye saved himself any er tro : 
misunderstood by many gentlemen, and he desired he would have saved himself any further trouble; | 


and saved me the necessity of this explanation. 
HERBERT H. BOOBY. 

Mr. GORMAN asked the wnanimous consent 
of the House to take up Senate bill No. 93, being 
an act for the relief of Herbert H. Booby. Mr. 
G. stated that it was a meritorious case, for he 
knew that the person presenting the claim had 
been injured in the service of his country. He 
had lost his arm in Mexico. 

No objection being made, the bill was taken. up 
and read three several times and passed. 


MARGARET HETZEL. 

Mr. JOHN A. KING, moved to suspend the 
rules, to enable him to move to discharge the 
Committee of the Whole from the further con- | 
sideration of Senate bill No. 130, being an act for 
the relief of Mrs. Margaret Hetzel, widow and 
administratrix of A. R. Hetzel, late Assistant 
Quartermaster in the army of the United States. 

Mr. KING demanded tellers; and they were | 
ordered, 

The question being taken by tellers, (Messrs. 
Gitsert and CHANDLER acting,) resulted—ayes | 
79, noes 52. 

So (two thirds not voting in the affirmative) the 
rules were not suspended. 

POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. BAYLY, from the committee of confer- 


ence on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 


on the amendments of the Senate to the Post Office | 
appropriation bill, made the following report: 


The committee of conference on the part of the House 
have met the committee of conference on the part of the | 
Senate, upon the disagreeing votes between the two Houses 
upon the amendments of the Senate to the bill entitled ‘A 
bill making appropriations for the service of the Post Office 


The question was, taken by tellers, (Messrs 


| Morse and Putnam acting,) and resulted—ayeg 
| 100, noes 30. : 


So the rules were suspended. 
Mr. M. demanded the previous question, 
The previous question was then seconded, and 


| the main question ordered; which main question 
_was on the third reading of the bill. 


The question was then taken and agreed to, and 


the bill was read a third time and passed. 


On motion by Mr. POTTER, the 17th joint 


_ rule was suspended, so far as the same relates to 
| the bills passed by the House to-day. 


A message was received from the Senate by Mr. 


| Dickins, their Secretary: 


| two Houses, on the bill of the House (No, 438) making 


Mr. Speaker: The Senate have agreed to the report of 
the committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the 
cae : ; ne ae ap- 
propriations for the service of the Post Office Department 
for the year ending June 30, 1852, and for other purposos, 


| The Senate have agreed to the amendment of the House to 
the amendment of the Senate to the bill of the House (No, 


351) entitled “ An act to reduce and modify the rates of 


| postage in the United States, and for other purposes,’ Th» 
| Senate have concurred in the resolution of the House sys 


pending the 17th joint rule of the two Houses, so far ag 
relates to the bill of the Senate (No. 13) entitled “ Ap get 
for the relief of Cincinnatus Trousdale and John G, Cop- 


| nelly, of Arkansas.”’ 


Departinent during the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, || 


1852, and for other purposes,’’ and after a full and free con- 
ference thereon, have agreed that the House recede from | 


its disagreement to the first amendment of the Senate, and || 


also recede from its disagreement to the third amendment, | 
and agree to the same with the following amendment, viz: | 
“ Provided, That the power conferred by this section shall | 


not extend to any case of fine, penalty, forfeiture, disabil- | 


ity, alleged liability or claim, which shall be incurred, ac- | 
crue or arise subsequent to the passage of this act, or to any | 
assage thereof;’? and rec- 
ouses the adoption of the 
TH. H. BAYLY, 
J. THOMPSON, 
Committee of House. 
R. M. T. HUNTER, 
THO. J. RUSK, 

J. A. PEARCE, 
Committee of Senate. 
The report, under the operation of the previous 

question, was concurred in, 


PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 


Mr. MORSE moved a suspension of the rules, | 
to enable him to move to discharge the Committee 
of the Whole from the further consideration of the 
bill of the Senate to authorize the settlement of 
certain classes of private land claims within the 


ommend to their respective 
same. 


Cabinet, on my return from Maine, having heard it || limits of the Baron De Bastrop’s grant, and to | 





WILLIAM HARDIN. 
Mr. HARALSON said that during the session 


| he had not troubled the House much, and he would 


therefore venture to ask the House to discharge 
the Committee of the Whole from the further con- 
sideration of Senate bill 179, being an act for the 


| relief of William Hardin. He would only remark, 
| in regard to it, that it was a case that had been 
| several times reported favorably upon, and had at 
| last received the sanction of the Senate. 


There being no objection, the bill was brought 


| before the House for consideration, and Mr. H. 


moved the previous question. 
The previous question was seconded and the 


| main question ordered, which main question was 


on ordering the bill to a third reading. 
The question being taken and agreed to, the bill 
was read a third time, and passed. 


UNION GASLIGHT COMPANY. 


Mr. STANLY moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the House refused to order to a third read- 
ing bill No. 278 of the Senate, to incorporate the 


‘| Union Gaslight Company, in the District of Co- 
| lumbia. 


The motion having been agreed to, 
Mr. S. offered the following amendment to the 
bill, to come in at the end of the 8th section: 


‘ Provided, further, That before the Commissioner of 
Public Buildings shall make any contract with any com- 


| pany for the supply of gas, he shall advertise for sixty days 
| in two newspapers published in the city of Washington, 
| and shall contract with the lowest bidder.”? 


Mr. STANLY demanded the previous ques- 


| tion. 


The previous question having been seconded, 
the main question was ordered; which main ques- 
tion was on agreeing to the amendment. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 

The question was then on ordering the bill toa 
third reading. 

Mr. S. demanded the previous question. 

Mr. MOORE moved to lay the motion to recon- 
sider upon the table. 

The question was taken on Mr. Moore’s mo- 
tion, and it was not concurred in. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 


| the main 5 re ordered; which main question 


was on ordering the bill to a third reading. 
The question was taken, and the bill was read a 


| third time and passed. 


GRANT OF LAND. 
Mr. BOWLIN moved to suspend the rules, in 


| order that he might report from the Committee on 
| the Public Lands the bill of the Senate granting 


the right of way and making a donation of the 
public lands for a road from Mobile, Alabama, to 
Girard, on the line of Georgia, 
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The question was taken, and the House refused | 
to suspend the rules. 


GEORGE G. BISHOP. 


Mr. DUNHAM moved a suspension of the | 
rules, to enable him to move that the Committee of 


the Whole be discharged from the further consid- 
oration of the bill for the relief of George G. Bishop, 
and the legal representatives of John Arnold, de- 
ceased. a. 

The question was taken, and the House refused 
to suspend the rules. 


REPAIRS OF THE HALL. 


Mr. MASON (the rules having been suspended 
for the purpose) offered the following resolution; 
which was agreed to, viz: 

Resolved, That the Assistant Doorkeeper be authorized 

to have done the usual necessary repairs and refitting of the 
Hall and Committee Rooms, under the direction of the 
Clerk. 
Mr. CROWELL moved to suspend the rules to 
take up Senate bill 432, being a bill for the relief 
of William B. Hart, and asked for tellers; which 
were ordered. 

And the question being taken by tellers, (Messrs. 
Carpweit, of Kentucky, and Wentworth act- 
ine,) resulted—ayes 57, noes not counted. 

So (two thirds not voting in the affirmative) the 
rules were not suspended, 

ACCOUNTS OF THE PUBLIC PRINTERS. 

Mr. McWILLIE moved to suspend the rules, 
so as to enable him to move to take up the joint 
resolution of the Senate providing for auditing and | 
settling the accounts of the public printers during 
the recess of Congress, and asked for tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered, and the rules were not 
suspended. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved to 
suspend the rules, to enable him to move to dis- 
charge the Committee of the Whole House from 
the further consideration of the bill of the Senate 
for the relief of H. J. McClintock, Harrison Gill, 
and Mansfield Carter. 

The question being taken, the rules were sus- 
pended. 

Mr. THOMPSON submitted his motion; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. T. demanded the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question solned: which main question was | 
on ordering the bill to a third reading. 

The question being taken, was decided in the 
affirmative. 

So the bill was read a third time and passed. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, ap- || 


pointed Mr. Tuurman and Mr. Wm. J. Brown, 

additional members of the Committee on Enrolled 

pills, 
UNITED STATES COURTS IN ILLINOIS. 

Mr. ASHMUN moved a suspension of the | 
rules, to enable him to report, from the Committee 
on the Judiciary, the bill of the Senate (No. 14) 
entitled ** An act providing for an additional term | 
of the United States circuit and district courts of 
Chicago, in the district of Illinois.’’ 

The question being taken, was decided in the 
negative—ayes 60, noes not counted. | 

Mr. POTTER moved to suspend the rules, that 
he might move to take up the joint resolution from | 
the Senate to appoint an agent to receive bids for 
postal service in California and Oregon; which was 
not agreed to, two thirds not voting in favor | 
thereof, 

LAND OFFICERS. 


Mr. THURMAN moved a suspension of the | 
rules, to allow him to report, from the Committee 


on the Public Lands, the bill of the Senate (No. | 


62) entitled ** An act respecting the compensation | 
of registers and receivers of the United States land 
offices for locating Mexican military bounty land 
warrants.’’ 


The question being taken, the rules were not 
suspended. 


JOSEPH JANNEY, ETC. 


Mr. THOMAS, by unanimous consent, from 
the Committee of Claims, to which was referred | 
the petition of the legal representatives of Joseph 
Janney, General Robert Young, William Morsell, 
and Samuel Tilliard and George W. Biscoe, and 
Christopher Neale, assignee, &c., made a report 
thereon, accompanied by a bill for their relief; 
Which was read a first and second time, committed 





to a Committee of the Whole House, made the or- 
der of the day for to-morrow, and the bill and re- 
port ordered to be printed. 


Mr. BOYD proposed to the House that it take 
a recess until eight o’clock in the morning. If 
there should be any objection ‘to his motion, he 
would move to suspend the rules to enable him to 
submit his motion. 

Objection was made; when 

Mr. BOYD made a motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, moved that this 
House adjourn, sine die, at twelve o’clock; and on 
this motion he demanded the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER stated that the motion could 
only be entertained by unanimous consent. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. STEPHENS moved to suspend the rules. 

The SPEAKER stated that the motion was not 
in order pending the motion of the gentleman from 
Kentucky. 

Mr. BOYD said that he wished to test the sense 
of the committee on this motion. 

The question was then taken, and the rules were 
not suspended. 


RESOLUTIONS OF FLORIDA LEGISLATURE, 


Mr. CABELL, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented the following resolutions of the Legislature 
of the State of Florida, viz: 

1. In favor of a grant of land to aid in the construction 
of a railroad trom the Atlantic to the Gulf of Mexico. 

2. In favor of the establishment of a Bureau of Agricul- 
ture. 

3. Relative to the sixteenth sections. 

4. Asking a cession to the State of Florida of the public 
lands in said State. 

5. Asking an appropriation of land to aid in the construc 
tion of a plank road trom Jacksonville to Alligator. 


6. In favor of the graduation of the price of the public 
lands. 

7. Relative to a grant by Congress of a quarter section of 
land for the county site of Calhoun county. 

8. Relative to the payment of losses sustained by citizens 
of Florida in the late Indian hostilities, and asking the ap- 
pointment of a commission. 

9. Relative to the payment of certain companies of Flor- 
ida volunteers. 

10. Relative to the claim of Levi F. Mocher, deceased. 


Ordered that the said resolutions be laid on the 
table and printed. 


SUSPENSION OF RULES. 
On motion by Mr. HARALSON, by unani- 
mous consent, 


Ordered, That the seventeenth joint rule of the two 
Houses be suspended so far as relates to bills which have 
already passed both Houses. 


OPINIONS OF ATTORNEYS GENERAL. 


On motion by Mr. CONGER, (the rules having 
been suspended for the purpose,) the Speaker laid 
before the House the following message, heretofore 
received from the President of the United States, 
viz: 


| To the Honorable Nowe. Coss, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

I have the honor herewith to transmit to the House of 
Representatives MSS. No. 2, of the Opinions of the Attor- 
neys General, prepared in pursuance of its resolution. 

_ MILLARD FILLMORE. 

WasHinGTton, March 1, 1851. 

Mr. CONGER (the rules having been suspend- 
ed for that purpose) submitted a resolution, which 
was read, cunsidered, and agreed to, for the print- 
ing of the said message. 


Mr. FULLER moved to suspend the rules, to 


enable him to submita motion to take up and con- | 


sider the resolution of the Senate entitled “A res- 
olution providing for auditing and settling the ac- 
counts of the public printers during the recess of 
Congress.”’ 

The question being taken, was decided in the 
affirmative—ayes 80, noes 38. 

So the rules were suspended, and the resolution 


| was taken from the Speaker’s table, read three 
| several times, and, under the operation of the pre- 


vious question, was passed. 
Mr. FULLER moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution had been passed, and to lay 


| the motion to reconsider upon the table; which 


latter motion was agreed to. 


On motion by Mr. FULLER the 17th joint 
rule was suspended so far as it related to this reso- 
lution. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved to sus- 
pend the rules, to offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of this House inform the Sen- 


ate that this House, having disposed of the important busi- 
ness of the session, is now ready to adjourn, 


IONAL GLOBE. 
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The question being taken, the rules were sus- 
pended and the resolution agreed to, under the 
operation of the previous question. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the resolution had been 
agreed to, and to lay that motion on the table; 
which latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CONGER moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the House had ordered the message of the 
President, covering the Opinions of the Attorneys 
General, to be printed. Hus object was, that the mo- 
tion he had made might embrace the Opinions of 
the Attorneys General that had been presented a 
few weeks since. "i , 





The question being taken, the vote was recon- 
sidered. 

Mr. CONGER then offered the following reso- 
lution, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Opinions of the Attorneys General of 
the United States, which were ordered to be prepared and 
communicated to this House, by resolution passed July 24, 
1850, be printed. 

ACCOUNTS OF ROBERT L. BLAIR. 

Mr. WATKINS called up the motion made by 
him in last September to reconsider the vote by 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs the bill of the Senate (353) authorizing the 


, settlement and payment of the account of Robert 


L. Blair, for the subsistence and transportation of 
companies K and L, of the fifth regiment 'Tennes- 
see volunteers, from Jonesborough to Knoxville, 
in the year eighteen hundred and forty-seven, and 
demanded the previous question. ‘ 

The previous question did not receive a second; 
ayes 56, noes not counted. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved to 


lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 


‘Mr. WILLIAMS demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were refused. 
The motion to reconsider was then laid on the 
table. 
TIME OF CLOSING THE 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I rise to a priv- 
ileged question. It is now, Mr. Speaker, five 
minutes before twelve o’clock, on the 3d of March. 
I submit to the Chair, that constitutionally this 
Congress expires at twelve o’clock. Has the 
House a right to sit after twelve o’clock? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot decide 
that question until the hour arrives. 

Mr. CHANDLER moved that the rules be sus- 
pended, so gs to enable him to move to discharge 
the Pama of the Whole House from the fur- 
ther consideration of Serftte bill No. 137, being a 
bill for the relief of Walter Colton. 

The motion to suspend the rules was not agreed 
to. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to move to discharge the 
Committee on Private Land Claims from the fur- 
ther consideration of Senate bill No. 61, entitled 
‘‘An act for the relief of preémption claimants of the 
land upon which the towns of Fort Madison and 
Burlington, in Iowa, are situated.”’ He stated that 
the object of the bill was to allow certain persons 
who, under the preémption laws, had located upon 
lands which were taken from them by the Gov- 
ernment, to locate other lands. 

The bill, he said, had passed the Senate, and he 
had been for two cataite waiting for an oppor- 
tunity to report it back to the House, 

Objection was made. 

Mr. HARRIS moved to suspend the rules, 

The question was subsequently taken, and the 
motion to suspend the rules was not agreed to. 

Twelve o’clock, p. m. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, moved that the 
House adjourn sine die, and called for the yeas 
and nays on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. AVERETT moved that the rules be sus+ 
pended, so as to enable him to report from the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions a bill of the 
Senate, (No .56,) granting a pension to John Le 
Roy; which motion was disagreed to—two thirds 
not voting in favor thereof. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, rose to a 
question of order. 

The SPEAKER said that there could be no 
question of order on a motion to adjourn. 

Mr. THOMPSON wished to raise this ques- 
tion; that whether the House resolve to adjourn 
or not, it stands adjourned by force of law. 


SESSION. 
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The SPEAKER said that the Chair had enter- | 
tained the motion to adjourn sine die. 

Mr. ASHE said that he did not recognize the | 
power of the House to call the roll at this hour. 
* Mr. BURT desired to know whether, if the 
House should now adjourn, the Senate could not | 
act upon the bills which had been sent to them, | 
and by concurring in those bills make them laws? 

The SPEAKER stated in reply, that the bills 
could not be signed by the Presiding Officer of the 
House, except when the House was in session. 

The yeas and nays were then taken on the mo- 
tion to adjourn sine die, and resulted—yeas 30, 
nays 153—as follows: 


Y EAS-—-Messrs. Averett, Burt, Cartter, Cleveland, Wil- 
liamson R. W. Cobb, Doty, Gerry, Gorman, Hall, Ham- | 
mond, Haralson, Sampson W. Harris, Hubbard, Andrew 
Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Mason, MeLanahan, Mc- 
Qucen, Morrison, Morse, Olds, Orr, Ross, Alexander H. 
Stephens, Jacob Thompson, ‘oombe, Wallace, Wellborn, 
Williams, and Woodward—30. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Anderson, An- 
drews, Ashmun, Bayly, Beale, Bell, Bennett, Bingham, 
Bissell, Bokee, Booth, Bowdon, Bowie, Bowlin, Boyd, 
Breck, Briges, Brisbin, Brooks, Albert G. Brown, Buel, 

surrows, Butler, George A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, 
Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cole, Conger, 
Crowell, Danner, Deberry, Dickey, Dimmick, Dixon, Duer, 
Dunean, Dunham, Durkee, Edmundson, Eliot, Nathan 
Evans, Ewing, Featherston, Freedley, Gentry, Gilbert, Gil- 
more, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Green, Grinnell, Halloway, 
Hamilton, Hampton, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Thomas L. | 
Harrie, Hav, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, Holladay, 
Holmes, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Joseph W. Jackson, 
William T. Jackson, James L. Johnson, Jones, Julian, 
Kerr, George G. King, James G. King, John A. King, 
La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, Horace Mann, Job Man, Mat 
teson, MeClernand, McGaughey, McKissock, Robert M. 
McLane, Meacham, Daniel F. Miller, Millson, Moore, 
Morehead, Morris, Morton, Nelson, Ogle, (tis, Outlaw, 
Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phanix, Pitman, Potter, Powell, 
Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Richardson, Risley, Robbins, 
Robinson, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Ruinsey, Sackett, Saw- 
telle, Schenek, Schermerhorn, Schooleratt, Seddon, Shep 
perd, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Richard H. Stanton, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, Strong, 
Taylor, Thomas, James Thompson, John B. Thompson, 
Thurman, Tuck, Underhill, Vinton, Waldo, Watkins, 
White, Whitlesey, Wildrick, Wilmot, Wright, and Young 

-15d 


So the House refused to adjourn sine die. 


CONTRACTS FOR PRINTING. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, ijaid 
before the House the following communication: 


The undersigned have the honor to report to the House 
of Representatives, thatin pursuance of the joint resolution 
of the 3d of August, 1846, advertisements were published for 
four weeks successively in all the newspapers printed in the 
city of Washington, for the purpose of executing the print 
ing of the Thirty-second Congress; that segled proposals 
were received from various persons—elevA&@in number— 
which were duly opened — by the said resolution ; 
that after a full examination“and comparison of all the pro 
posals, it was ascertained that A. Boyd Hamilton, of Phila 
delphia, was the lowest bidder for the printing of all the five 
classes; and that contracts and bonds with security deemed 
sufficient, have been executed by the said A. Beyd Hamil 
ton, for the execution of the printing for which his proposals 
were accepted. Copies of the advertisement of the propo 
gals, comparative statements of the proposals, and of the 
contracts and bonds, are herewith submitted. 

HOWELL COBB, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
R. M. YOUNG, 
Clerk of the House of Representatives. 


March 3, 1851. 


On motion by Mr. BUTLER, by unanimous 
consent— 


Ordered, That leave be granted for the withdrawal from 
the files of the House of the petition and papers of Isaac 
Downs, for the purpose of reference to one of the executive 
Departments. 


Mr. MASON, by unanimous consent, submit- 
ted the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of this House pay out of the 
contingent fund thereof to Judge J. F. Kinney, of Lowa, the 
sum of 419 15, the amount ot his account for services ren 
dered in case of the contested clection between William | 
‘Thompson aod Daniel F. Miller. 


Objection was made, and the House refused to | 


suspend the rules. 

On motion by Mr. CROWELL, by unanimous 
consent, the Committee on Indian Affairs was dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the me- 
morial of Simeon Buckner; and it was ordered to 
lie on the table. 


Mr. WRIGHT moved a suspension of the | 
rules, to enable him to offera resolution authorizing | 
the Clerk of the House to purchase one thousand | 

/ 


copies of the charts of the Bay of San Francisco 
and adjacent waters, with sailing directions by 
Commander C, Ringgold, United States Navy, for 
the use of the membees of the House; which was 
not agreed to, 


THE 


CONGRESSIONAL 





Mr. BOYD asked unanimous consent to intro- 


duce a resolution that the House take a recess for | 


seven hours. 

Mr. VINTON objected. 

Mr. BOYD moved to suspend the rules. 

Mr. VINTON said that if they went away now 
the House would never get together again. He 
demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. CLINGMAN wished to say to the House, 
that the Senate were now about [The remain- 
der of the sentence was drowned in shouts of 





| Order !’") 


The yeas and nays were ordered on the motion 


to suspend the rules; and being taken, were—yeas | 


43, nays 113; as follow: 


YEAS—Messrs. Beale, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowie, Boyd, | 


Brisbin, George A. Caldwell, Deberry, Dimmick, Doty, 
Dunham, Featherston, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, 
Hall, Hamilton, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
Howard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, Jones, La Sére, Marshall, 
McGaughey, McQueen, Morrison, Ogle, Orr, Phenix, 
Schermerhorn, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 
Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Jacob Thomp- 
son, Toombs, Wallace, Williains, Woodward, and Young— 


NAYS—Meessrs. Albertson, Alexander, Anderson, An- 
drews, Ashmun, Bennett, Bingham, Bissell, Bokgg, Booth, 
Bowlin, Breck, Brooks, Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Casey, 
Chandler, Clarke, Cleveland, Clingman, Williamson R. 


W. Cobb, Conger, Crowell, Danner, Dickey, Dixon, Dun- | 


ean, Edmundson, Eliot, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, 


Ewing, Fitch, Gentry, Gilbert, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hal- | 


loway, Hampton, Harlan, Hay, Haymond, Henry, Hibbard, 
Holladay, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Joseph W. Jackson, 
William T. Jackson, James L. Johnson, Robert W. John- 
son, Kerr, George G. King, James G. King, John A. King, 
Horace Mann, Job Mann, Mason, Matteson, McClernand, 
McDonald, McKissock, MecLanahan, Meacham, Millson. 
Moore, Morehead, Morris, Morton, Nelson, Otis, Outlaw, 
Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Penn, Pitman, Powell, Putnam, 
Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Robbins, Rockwell, Root, Rose, 


Rumsey, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schoolcraft, Seddon, | 


Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Stetson, Taylor, Thomas, 
John B. Thompson, Thurman, Tuck, Underhill, Vinton, 


Walden, Waldo, Watkins, Wellborn, Wentworth, White, | 


Whittlesey, and Wildrick—113, 

So the rules were not suspended. 

[A message was here received from the Senate 
by the hands of Mr. Dicktns, their Secretary, in- 
forming the House that the Senate had adopted a 
resolution suspending the 17th joint rule so far as 


relates to the bill of the Senate No. 171, and bills | 


of the House 438 and 351, and Senate resolution 
No. 59.] 

Mr. SIBLEY moved that the rules be suspended, 
so as to enable him to move that the Committee 


of the Whole House be discharged from the fur- | 


ther consideration of the bill of the House (No. 


451) for the relief of Mary Woodbury and Eliza- | 
beth Odell; which motion was disagreed to—two | 


thirds not voting in favor thereof. 


CENSUS STATISTICS. 
Mr. SACKETT asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a joint resolution to au- 


thorize the distribution of the seventh census sta- | 


tistics as soon as published, to the members of the 
present Congress. 

Mr. JONES objected. 

Mr. SACKETT moved to suspend the rules. 


The question was taken, and the rules were | 


suspended. 
The joint resolution having been read twice— 


Mr. JONES moved to lay it on the table. This | 


was no time to provide for the distribution of the 
census. 

The motion was not agreed to; and the joint 
resolution was read a third time and passed. 


Mr. CLARKE asked the unanimous consent of 


the House to report the following resolution from | 


the Committee on Accounts: 


Resolved, That the Clerk pay out of the contingent fund, 
to commence with the present Congress, fifty cents per day 
in addition to the per diem allowance of the following mes- 
sengers: William H. Minnix, John R. Queen, Thomas D. 
Larner, Alexander Hay, R. 8. Sproule, A. Gillispie, Peter 
Laphen, James Henry, Charles H. Upton, 8. 5S. Cutts, 


| James Owner, Patrick H. Brooks, and William T. Stewart. 


Mr. JONES objected. 

Mr. CLARKE moved to suspend the rules to 
enable him to introduce the seaaleaien. 

The question was taken, and the motion to sus- 
pend the rules was not agreed to. 

Ten minutes to one o’clock, a. m. 


Mr. 


of the House, and, objection being made, moved | 
to suspend the rules, to enable him to offer the fol- 
lowing resolution: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be directed to | 
| compensate for services performed in carrying into effect the | & 
| joint resolution requiring proposals to be advertised for and || William Thomas, 


GLOBE. 





FULLER asked the unanimous consent | 
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received to execute the printi:g of Congress: 
the calculations necessary to ascertain the low 
preparing the contracts and bonds required by 
tending to that business generally, under the direction ofa 

presiding officers of the two Houses, the Secretary of me 
Senate and Clerk of the House of Representatives 00.” 

Mr. SWEETSER rose toa privileged question 
His question was, that the Thirty-first C ; 
had expired, and that the House had no 
oe of the public money. 

oud cries of ‘*Order!”’ and great confusion 

Mr. FULLER said he believed he had the flooy 

Mr. SWEETSER insisted on his point of order. 

The SPEAKER said that the Chair overruled 
the point of order, and that the House had 
overruled it. 

Mr. SCHENCK wished to know, if the Thiy- 
ty-first Congress had expired, what richt the 
gentleman from Ohio had to raise the question of 
order? [Laughter, and cries of ** Order!” 

The question was then taken on Mr. Fvitep’s 
motion, and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, asked 
unanimous consent to introduce the following res- 
olution: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be authorized to 
pay, out of the contingent fund of the House, to James ¢. 
Walker, the same compensation annually which is paid to 
the assistant clerks of the Clerk of the House of Represent 
atives. 

Mr. T. said that the resolution was for the re. 
lief of a highly meritorious officer, and would, he 
— be universally acceptabie to the House, 

Mr. JONES objected. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved to suspend the rules, 

The question was taken, and the motion to sus- 
pend the rules was agreed to. 

The question recurring on the resolution, it was 
taken, and the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. HOLMES asked unanimous consent to of- 
fer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be directed to fur- 
nish each member with one hundred copies of Hickey’s 
edition of the Constitution, Alphabetical Analysis and Sta- 


tistics, provided that those copies can be procured at the 
| same reduced price paid by the Senate. 


Mr. JONES objected. 

Mr. HOLMES moved to suspend the rules. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. SACKETT moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the House had just adopted the resolu- 
tion providing for the distribution of the seventh 
census. The resolution had by aecident been 
drawn ‘up as a joint resolution. His object in 
moving to reconsider was to change it into a sim- 
ple resolution of the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tem. stated that that could 
not be done under a motion to reconsider. 

Mr. STRONG asked unanimous consent to in- 
troduce the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Clerk pay to the two folders on public 
documents in House folding room, the same per diem and 


compensation as is allowed and paid to the assistant folders 
in the Hall, commencing with the present Congress. 
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| The object of the resolution was to compensate 
| two of the most industrious and faithful officers 
about the Capitol. He hoped there would be no 
objection. 
Mr. ASHE objected. 
Mr. STRONG moved to suspend the rules. 
The question being taken, the motion to sus- 
| pend the rules was not agreed to. 
| Mr. MORTON asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to enable him to move to take up from 
the Speaker’s table Senate bill No. 94, being a 
bill for the relief of Elizabeth Jones and other 
children, if any, of John Carr. 
Mr. HALL objected. 
Mr. MORTON moved to suspend the rules. 
| ‘The question was taken, and the motion to sus- 
| pend the rules was not agreed to. 
Mr. HENRY asked unanimous consent to en- 
able him to report, from the Committee on Public 
_ Land, Senate bill granting to the State of Michi- 
gan the right of way and a donation of the public 
lands for the construction of a ship canal around 
the Falls of St. Mary’s, in said State. 
Many Mempers objected. 
| Mr. HENRY moved to suspend the rules. 
The motion to suspend the rules was notagreed 
to. 
| Mr. WALDO, by unanimous consent, from the, 
Committee on Pensions, to which was referred 
the petitions of Hannah Cock, Charlotte Granger, 
John M. Handsly, David 
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